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ships in New York’s Madison 
Square Garden, plays Gabriela Sa- 
batini Tuesday in the first round. 
m f 1 . (Story, 3Q 
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Eileen Blass, USA TODAY 

NAVRATILOVA: 

Ready for finale. 


li 



By Nanine Hartzenbusch, AP 


TOUGH OPPONENT: Gabriela Sabatini, who beat Joanette Kru¬ 
ger Thursday at Philadelphia, faces Martina Navratilova Tuesday. 


Navratilova to face Sabatini 
to start final tournament 


By Doug Smith 
USA TODAY # 

Martina Navratilova might 
take her final swings as a ten¬ 
nis pro against Gabriela Sabati¬ 
ni at next week’s Virginia SHiq fi 
Championships in New York. 
r No. 6 seed Navratilova faces 
Sabatini Tuesday night in a 
first-round match that will pre¬ 
cede a ceremony honoring 
Navratilova. 

‘Tm very excited about 
playing her,” Sabatini said. “I’d 
feel bad about beating her, but 
I really want to win. When 
she’s on, she’s so tough to beat. 1 
She’s coming in all the time, 
and she doesn’t give you any 
rhythm.” 

The 38-year-old left-hander, 
an all-time great, attempts to 
add a final title to her record of 
167 career titles, amassed dur¬ 
ing an illustrious 19-year ca¬ 
reer. 

“Martina has meant so 
much to the game, on and off 


TENNIS 


the court,” Sabatini said. “I 
think it’s her personality that 
we’re going to miss most.” . 

Navratilova, who leads the 
series 15-5, was beaten by Sa¬ 
batini in the quarterfinals of 
the 1987 Virginia Slims Cham¬ 
pionships, t heir only meeting In 
me Slims finale. 

The field consists of the top 
16 singles players and top eight 
doubles teams on the * WTA 
TOUR. Steffi Graf and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario are the top 
seeds. 

Graf, who withdrew from 
this week’s Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia because of recur¬ 
ring backlnjury, plays Brenda 
Schultz; French and U.S. Open 
champion Sanchez meets Julie 
Halard. 

Graf practiced with Navrati¬ 
lova Thursday in New York. 
They will work out again Fri¬ 
day in Philadelphia. 


Other pairings: 

Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa vs. No. 5 Mary Pierce of 
France; No. 4 Jana Novotna of 
the Czech Republic vs. Iva Ma- 
joli of Croatia; Anke Huber of 
Germany vs. No. 7 Lindsay 
Davenport of the USA; No. 8 
Kimiko Date of Japan vs. Mag¬ 
dalena Maleeva of Bulgaria; 
Natalia Zvereva of Belarus vs. 
No. 3 Conchita Martinez of 
Spain. 

The pairings would change if 
' Chanda Rubin wins the Vir gin¬ 
ia Slims of Philad elphia. 

POTENTIAL CHAMPS: 

Qualifiers for the IBM/ATP 
Tour World Championships in 
Frankfurt, Germany, Nov. 15- 
20, include Pete Sampras, An¬ 
dre Agassi, Sergi JBruguera, 
Goran Ivanisevic, Boris 
Becker, Michael Chang, Al¬ 
berto Berasategui and Stefan 
Edberg. 


► Results, 11C 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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FOR THE RECORD 


TENNIS 

KREMLIN CUP 
Thursday at Moscow 

Rosuits of ths $1,125 mWoo tournamtnt 
(eeedinge m parentheses): 

Singles, Yevgeny Kafelnikov (3), Russia, def. 
Paul Haarhuls, Netherlands, 4-6.7*5,6-1. Peter 
Korda (7), Czech Republic, def. Alexander 
Mronz, Germany, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3. Jacco Eltlngh, 
Netherlands, def.. Karl Kucera, Slovakia, 6-4,3- 

6,7-6 (7-2). i _ 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Thursday at Arrtwtrp, Belgium . 

Results of ths $1.1 mWon tournament at Ant* 
wsrp Sports Pelece: 


Yzaga (8), 

Peru, 6-3,6-7,6-3. OSvier Maitre, France, oaf. 
Aaron Krlck stein, Gross# Point*, Mich., 6-4,6-2. 
Patrick Rafter (65, Australis, def. Richard From- 
berg, Australia, 7-6 (7-5), 2-6,7-6 (7-3). Magnus 
laraeon (7), Sweden, def. Cedric PtoWna, 
Franca, 6-4, 6-7 7-6 (14-12). Jared Palmer, 
Tampa, def. Stsfsn Ed berg (3), Sweden, walk¬ 
over. Sebastian Laretu, Canada, def. Amos 
Manadorf, Israel, 7-6 (8-6), 6-1. _ , 

worn 

Results in the $75oJSo toumement at Penn¬ 
sylvania Convention Center (seeding* hi pa¬ 
rentheses); 

Singles, second round Kimberly Po, RoWog 
Hi*, Calf., det Nathalie Tsuzlst, France, 6-3,2- 
6, 7-5. Mary Piero* (2). Francs, def. Patty 
Fendtok, Tahoe VWagt, fm, 6-3, 6-1. Brand* 
Schultz, Netherlands, def, Undsay Davenport 
(3), Palos Verdes, C*Kf„ 2-6, 6-2, M, Gabriel* 
Sabatinl, Argentina, def. Joeoett# Kruger, South 
Africa, 6-4, 60. Meiien Tu, Northrtdoe, CeNf., 
def. Katerina Maleeva, Bulgaria, 6-4,6*3. 
Doublet, second round: debrfete Sebatlnl, Ar¬ 
gentine, end Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, def. 
patty Fendick, Tahoe Village, Nev., and Mor- 
odith McGrath, Midland. Mich. (2), 5-7,64,6-4, 


) 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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T .E N N S S 


Capriati Taking First Swings at Breaking the Ice 



{Jennifer Capriati during a practice session in Philadelphia. In her return 
|to competition last night, Capriati was scheduled to face Anke Huber. 
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By ROBIN FINN 

Special to The New York Times 

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 9 — The 
paradox has not been lost on Jenni¬ 
fer Capriati: she escaped from ten¬ 
nis 14 months ago because playing 
made her unhappy and she felt a 
need for anonymity. But when she 
came here last weekend from her 
rented condo in California to escape 
from her self-imposed isolation, she 
was searching for fun and her in¬ 
tended destination was a tennis tour¬ 
nament. 

So far, it has felt like a homecom¬ 
ing of sorts. 

Uncertain whether the other play¬ 
ers would shun her after her year as 
a renegade dropout, Capriati was 
touched when several of them em¬ 
braced her and welcomed her back 
to the battlefield, no questions asked. 

The presiding WTA Tour attitude 
at the yireinia Slims of Philadelphia. 
the event Capriati had hoped would 
be her third of the year before injury 
intervened and delayed her come¬ 
back, has been forgive and forget. 

Capriati found a doubles partner, 
Mercedes Paz, without even trying. 
She counted tonight’s opponent, 13th- 
ranked Anke Huber, in the throng 
that viewed her practice sessions. 
Her unofficial coach, adviser, and 
new neighbor, Jose Higueras, who 
signed on simply because he found 
Capriati likable, has made every 
minute of practice count. 

‘*1 wouldn't say I’m in tiptop 
shape,” said Capriati, who continues 
to search out a tolerable balance 
between dieting and deprivation, 
“but I feel good enough to break the 
ice,” 

And she’s doing it on her own 
terms. 

Capriati still doesn’t want to 
measure her life in victories and 
losses, but she does, at 18, want to 
play tennis again. By the time she 
played and lost her last match, at the 
first round of the 1993 United States 
Open, she felt as if she was playing 
-because she had to. Always uncom¬ 
fortable with the notion of having to 
be anybody’s role model, she felt like 
everybody’s robot. 

But time away, and ample rumi¬ 
nation on what went wrong, has 
changed that. 

“Now there’s spice in my tennis, 
again; it’s like when I pick up a 
racquet, my essence comes 
through,” she said. “But I’m not 
even thinking about winning or los¬ 
ing, I’m not thinking about being 
No-1.” 


She also didn’t overly concern her¬ 
self with the 19-year-old Huber’s 
ranking or record, which includes 
seven titles. The last time they 
played, in the 1993 Sydney final, just 
happened to be the last time Capriati 
won a tournament title, the sixth of 
her career. In all, she and Huber 
have squared off on four occasions, 
and the German hasn’t yet pre¬ 
vailed. 

The returnee said she wanted to _ 
wait and use this event as a barome¬ 
ter before formulating further plans 
for 1995. At least until she stepped 
onto the court for her first match in 
' 14 months, Capriati preferred that 
the duration and direction of this 
comeback remain unknown. 


Martinez Is Toppled 

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 9 (AP) - 
Nathalie Tauziat defeated top-seed¬ 
ed Conchita Martinez, 6-4, 6-4, today 
in the first round of the Virginia 
Slims of Philadelphia. 

Tauziat used an assortment of 
drop shots and timely aces to over¬ 
come Martinez’s power. The final 
three points came with consecutive 
backhand slices, including two that 
trickled off the top of the net, to 
eliminate the defending champion. 

“It’s my last tournament of the 
year, and I have nothing to lose,” 
said Tauziat, who is not seeded. 
“When I play my best, I can beat 
anybody.” 

Tauziat won the first set after 
breaking serve and taking a 4-3 lead. 
She went ahead 5-3 with an ace and 
backhand volley and won the set two 
games later with an overhead 
smash. 

Martinez won the first game but 
dropped three straight in the second 
set. Tauziat went ahead 5-3 by win¬ 
ning four straight service points, in¬ 
cluding two aces, and used two back¬ 
hand volleys. She held serve for the 
match. 

“I haven’t been playing well at the 
end of the season,” said Martinez, 
who lost in the first round of Iasi 
month’s Nokia Grand Prix. “She 
played really a good match. Nathalie 
was tough.” 

Third-seeded Lindsay Davenport 
posted a 7-5, 6-3 victory over Tam; 
Whitlinger-Jones and will face Bren¬ 
da Schultz in the second round 
Schultz’s power overwhelmed Pam 
Shriver en route to a 6-4, 6-0 victory 7 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Virginia Slims 
Of Philadelphia 


TUESDAY 

PHILADELPHIA 

Men's Singles 
First Round . 

Chanda -Rubio, Lafayette, L*^ & Amy f ra-> 
2 ier, Rochester Hills, Mich., 6-1, 6-1- Petty 
Fendkk, Tahoe 
Werdef, Sen pte 
Lincoln, Mess., d. 

3, 6-2. Natalie Zvereva is;* «erarus, <x Mer¬ 
edith McGrath, Midland, Mich., 6-A 6«c Julie 
Ha I ard, France, d. Linda Harvey-Wild, Haw¬ 
thorn Woods, til., 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 


Village, Nev., d. Marianne 
ao, 6-2, 6-4. Erika de Lone, r ] 
Mercedes Paz, Xroefrtina,*- 4 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/dpcs/tkwlOOOO 


2042835714 



Sports 


r m fcvs 



HARVEY ARATON 

Sports of The Times 

She’s Back, 
But Still on 
The Baseline 

Philadelphia 

J ENNIFER CAPRIATI was back on the 
baseline last night, rooted to the place 
where a good deal of her problems began. 
She was back on the young women's tennis 
tbur, in the back of the court, trading her pow¬ 
erful ground strokes with a 19-year-old Ger¬ 
man named Anke Huber, who was once sup¬ 
posed to be the second coming of Steffi Graf. 

Capriati, of course, was going to be the next 
Chris Evert when she first hit the tour at 13, 
awash in corporate millions, hawking facial 
cream even before her own little war with the 
Vernon acne began. 

V/hen Evert was in her prime, Bud Collins 
began calling tennis’s reigning baseline mon¬ 
arch Chris America. The closest Capriati actu¬ 
ally got to becoming a national source of pride 
was when she won the Olympic gold medal at 
Barcelona, Spain, in 1992. Soon she was losing 
matches and career interest, wandering from 
Vhe court and into a rebellious drug culture that 
landed her a police record to go with her slip¬ 
ping comDuter ranking. 


Jennifer Capriati 


-Tennis mourned her. Sponsors deserted her. 

She was another classic case of baseline burn¬ 
out. 

The pushy father, Stefano Capriati, t6ok a 
well-deserved news media beating. Women’s 
tennis stiffened its participatory guidelines, 
predictably grandfathering the newest child 
prodigies into a dull, depleted lineup. Capriati, 
meanwhile, planned her comeback, at 18. 

Maybe she was going to have to shake her fa¬ 
ther’s obsession, one way or another. Maybe 
this is a story that 

ll&f- tennis, and more to 

'T’v* do with family dys- 

JjfiraL v v ‘ I function. But may- 

be tennis, even pro- 
fessional tennis at 
13, didn’t have to 
W v - '• |J become the quag- 

W i -mire it was for Ca- 

¥ % priati, the monoto- 

' % | nous, gruehng, 

t - 4 ; ^ 1 global treadmill, 

I ■* topspinforehands 

! •. //X "" to nowhere. 

1 . V;' ; « Watching the 

f / I Knicks the other 

a night, I thought 

about Capriati 

|jj ••• : when the camera 

{,WK stopped on Charlie 

^ Ward, the rookie 

g§H^ point guard who 

As^ated Press shouldn’t plan on 

Jennifer Capriati ‘ eavi "S Pat Riley's 

J bench too often. 

' “ “ “ Ward, who has 

played college basketball at its highest level, is 
essentially being paid to observe, practice and 
learn. He is only 22, and his sport is willing to 
let him grow. 

Young players in team sports do plfcy, some 
better than others, but they all, even Dave 
Brown, generally get a break. Their mistakes 
are tolerated with the hope they will get better. 
They are expected to try new things. 

In Capriati’s case, there was little or no room 
for that. The magic progression for teen-aged 
stars is to turn pro, get a ranking, then get a 
higher ranking. Your income, your parents’ in¬ 
come, depends on it. Capriati wasn’t about to 
fool around with a game that made her a junior 
champion and a corporate powerhouse. She 
wasn’t going to hit her best serve and follow it 
to the net, unless the match was over and it was 
time to shake the opponent’s hand. 

She wasn’t going to diversify her game, 
make it easier on body, mind and soul. 

Tracy Austin, another short-circuited child 
star, couldn’t take the physical beating of base¬ 
line tennis. These days, it’s a better bet that the 
head will give way before the body. Ask Jim 
Courier about that. 

Even the most gifted players who make their 
living from the back, who get few easy points, 
have to find ways to compensate. Before she 
was driven out of the sport by a lunatic, Monica 
Seles took flights of fancy from tennis, skipping 
Wimbledon, wearing elaborate disguises. An¬ 
dre Agassi has been on and off the tour, and at 
last summer’s United States Open, he may 
have discovered the best solution of all. He 
worked on his serve and has started .going to 
the net, knocking off a volley winner or two. 




When Venus Williams, one of the two new 14- 
year-olds, was unveiled last week in Oakland, ■* 
she demonstrated a powerful serve and a will- " 
ingness to volley. All she has done is practice 
for three years. Her father, Richard, says he 
doesn’t care if his daughter wins a match. 

Capriati is here without her father. When 
Lindsay Davenport finished her 7-5,6-3 victory 
over Tami Whitlinger-Jones yesterday, she 
said Capriati seems relaxed and finally part of 
the gang. 

On the other hand, Capriati’s new coach is 
Jose Higueras, a baseline specia list. “She’H 
probably go with what she does best,” Daven¬ 
port said. “I watched'her practice. She’s hitting 
the ball, 1 mean, unbelievable.” 

The way she was when she was 13, and look 
where that got her. ^ T 
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ff~ .Virginia Slims 

gf.PJilladglPhia, 


THURSDAY 

PHILADELPHIA 

Women's Singles 
Second Round 

Kimberly Po, Rolling Hills, Calif., d. Nathalie 
Tauzial, France, 6-3,2-6,7-5. Mary Pierce (2), 
France, d. Patty Fendick, Tahoe Village, Nev., 
6-3,6-1. Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, d. Lind¬ 
say Davenport (3), Palos Verdes, Calif., 2-6, 6- 
2, 6-4. Gabriela Sabatini, Argentina, d. Jean¬ 
ette Kruger, Southi Afriea, 6-4, 6-0. Mellon Tu,i 
Norfhrlctge, Calif., d. Katerina Maleeva, Bul^ 
garia, 6-4,6-3. Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus, d.| 
Julie Halard, Franp%6-1, 6-4. 
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Graf a Question Mark 

steffi graf said she was not sure 
whether her recurring back prob¬ 
lems will allow her to play in next 

week’s Virginia Slims. CfaamBifla- 
jSl pp g j Graf, seeded No. 1 in the I 
$3.5 million event at Madison Square 
Garden, practiced yesterday with 
Martina Navratilova at the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Convention Center, site of this 
week’ Sj Slims of Philadelphia 
Graf, whose back problems forced 
I her to withdraw from the Philadel¬ 
phia tournament a week ago, asked ! 
i permission to use the practice 
courts, which are identical to ones 
1 that will be used at the the Garden. 

I Navratilova, the incoming WTA , 
Tour president, was in Philadelphia 
for meetings involving the Women’s 
Tennis Council. (Reuters) I 

9UQ£8Ztr03 j 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsl.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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TENNIS 


Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW 

Men's Singles 
Semifinals 

Alexander Volkov, Russia, d. Jacco Eltingh, 
Netherlands, 6-7 (6 8), 7-6 (8-6), 6-2. Chuck 
Adams, Pacific Palisades, Calif., d /Aarc Ros- 
set (6), Switzerland, 4 - 6 , 6-3, 6-4. 


European Community 
Championship 


ANTWERP, BELGIUM 

Men's Singles 
Semifinals 

Magnus Larsson, Sweden (7), d. Olivier De- 
laitre, France, 6-4, 6-3. 


Virginia Sllm$ 


FRIDAY 


PHILADELPHIA 

Women's Singles 
Quarterfinals 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus d. Brenda 
Schullz, Netherlands, 6 1,7-6 (7-4}. Anke Huber 
(6), Germany, d Kimberly Po, Incline Village, 
Nev.. 63. 6-2. Mary Pierce (2). France, d 
MeJlen Tu, Norfhridoe. Calif- 6-2, 6-4 
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Jennifer Capriati re¬ 
turned to tennis last night, 
looking much more like a 
young phenomenon than a 
" troubled school girl who 
was busted for carryings, 
marijuana. £ ^\) JT/tf 
Capriati was far from top 
form in losing to Anke 
Huber 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 in the 
! first round of the $750,000 
^ Virginia Slim s of Phikftei- 
J>hia7 but her match 
marked an important step 
in an 18-year-old life that 
already is being rebuilt. 

'■ “I thought I played well,” 
f Capriati said. “It was 
J really great to be out there 
| again.” 

, The match was Ca- 
* priati’s first since she left 
the tour in September 1993 


and went through months 
of personal and legal prob¬ 
lems that many thought 
jeopardized her career. 

Capriati pounded the 
same groundstrokes that 
made her a six-time win¬ 
ner, but with less consist¬ 
ency. Her serve topped out 
at 96 mph, but it was 
mostly ineffective against 
her 19-year-old German 
foe. 

In the opening game, Ca- 
. priati looked as if she had¬ 
n’t been away from the 
: tour at all. She won the 
first point when Huber hit 
into the net and broke 
Huber’s serve moments 
later with a deep return 
Ithat Huber was unable to 
handle. 

“She hit the ball well,” 


Huber said. “She made a , 
few mistakes, and I’m sure 1 
she’ll get better in the next ■ 
couple of months. She r 
played fine.” 

Capriati’s groundstrokes 
were sound in the first two 
sets. She was able to find 
corners and hit deep fore¬ 
hands, as is her trade¬ 
mark, and stayed with 
Huber’s power for most of 
the first set until the Ger¬ 
man won the final two 
games. 

Capriati won the first 
four games and took the 
second set when she 
rushed to the net and re¬ 
turned a drop shot past 
Huber. She then tired in 
the final set. 

“I’m not in tip-top shape,” 
Capriati said. “She ran me 

n . . , n 


around a lot.” 

For Capriati, the match 
was not about winning and 
losing, but simply playing 
— escaping for 89 minutes 
from a troubled year to 
play the sport that made 
her a multimillionaire. 

“I had a lot of fun out 
there,” Capriati said. “It 
was great to get back on 
the court. It was nice.” 
t Capriati had not played a 
tournament match since 
Aug. 31,1993, when she was 
eliminated by little-known 
Leila Meskhi in the first 
round of the U.S. Open. Her 
battle since has been much 
more important than 
powerful serves and drop 
shots. 

Frustrated with injuries 
and burned out by tennis, 


Capriati left the tour and 
returned to high school in 
Florida. Three months 
later, she was arrested and 
given a citation for walk¬ 
ing away from a depart¬ 
ment store with a $15 ring. 

Last May, Capriati was 
arrested for misdemeanor 
marijuana possession 
while staying in a Coral 
Gables, Fla., motel room. 
Two companions, a 20- 
year-old man and a 17- 
year-old runaway, were 
charged with carrying 
heroin and crack cocaine. 

Yesterday, Capriati ap¬ 
peared much thinner than 
she did in a police mug 
shot taken after the May 
arrest. In that picture, Ca¬ 
priati’s face looked bloated 
and she wore an un-Ca¬ 


priati-like ring in her nose. 

“I learned that I really 
love this game,” Capriati 
said. “I experienced a lot. I 
got wiser. I learned what 
makes me happy, and I 
learned a lot about my¬ 
self.” 

The smile that endeared 
her to the tennis world sur¬ 
faced during the match, 
but even that was not thej 
same: it came without the 
teen-age giddiness. 

With 4,500 fans and 
dozens of media members 
watching, Capriati concen¬ 
trated on her match. 

“I just want to play my 
best — whatever that is,” 
she said. “My goal right 
now isn’t to be No. 1.1 just 
want to play.”__ j 


! 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwl0000 
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Top seed falls at Philly 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Nathalie Tauziat de¬ 
livered her best perform¬ 
ance of the season yester¬ 
day, beating top-seeded 
Conchita Martinez 6-4, 6-4 
in the first round of the 
Virginia Slims of Fhiladel- 

Tauziat used an assort¬ 
ment of drop shots and 
timely aces to overcome 
Martinez's power. The 
final three points came 
with consecutive backhand 
slices, including two that 
trickled off the top of the 
net, to eliminate the de¬ 
fending champion. 

“It's my last tournament 
of the year, and I have 
nothing to lose,” said 
Tauziat, who is not seeded. 
‘‘When I play my best, I 
can beat anybody.” 


Tauziat won the first set 
after breaking serve and 
taking a 4-3 lead. She went 
ahead 5-3 with an ace and 
backhand volley and won 
the set two games later 
with an overhead smash. 

Martinez won the first 
game but dropped three 
straight in the second set. 
Tauziat went ahead 5-3 by 
winning four straight ser¬ 
vice points, including two 
aces, and used two back¬ 
hand volleys. She held 
serve for the match. 

“I haven’t been playing 
well at the end of the sea¬ 
son,” said Martinez* who 
lost in the first round of 
last month’s Nokia Grand 
Prix. “She played really a 
good match. Nathalie was 
tough.” 

Jennifer Capriati was to 


play for the first time in 
more than a year. Capriati 
was to meet No. 6 seed 
Anke Huber, ranked 13th in 
the world. 

Martinez’s loss opens the 
tournament for No. 2 seed 
Mary Pierce and No. 3 
Lindsay Davenport. 

Davenport posted a 7-5, 
6-3 victory over Tami 
Whitlinger-Jones and 
faces hard-hitting Brenda 
Schultz in the second 
round. Schultz’s power 
overwhelmed Pam 

Shriver en route to a 6-4, 
6-0 victory. 

Katerina Maleeva also 
advanced to the second 
round with a 6-4, 7-5 vic¬ 
tory over Zina Garrison- 
Jackson. Chandra Rubin 
advanced to the third 
round with a 6-2, 6-2 vic¬ 
tory over Erika de Lone. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Capriati 
back on 

icourts 

^ . 

|Loses a 3-set 
|match in Slims 

Ber^joojy/ 

g_By Melissa Isaacson 

' C hicago T ribune _ 

^ PHILADELPHIA — Her voice 
Bis deeper , her eyes more weary 
fc than sparkling, and the giggles, 
~that" u ltimate trademark of child- 
tlil^e innocence, are all but gone 
R.now^ 

.."Jennifer Capriati may not con- 


_er herself “a grownup,” but 

she returned to the women’s ten- 

E ms tour last night in Philadelphia 
no longer a kid, either. 

F 2‘I experienced a lot, and I got 
^wiser I think,” she said of her 15 
jr m onths away from the game. “I 
p f ound out what makes me happy 
iL and I learned a lot about myself.” 

'What she learned first and 
t foremost is that she loves the 
EFgain'e and that she missed it. And 
Kin losing 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 to 13th- 
Evanke ri Anke Huber, she showed 
Bfihemost definitely still has a tal- 
pfgftf for it. 

»^E~ “My tennis felt a lot stronger, 
^ a lot better than my last few tour- 
fc naments,” said Capriati, who said 
grshe may play singles again at the 
* Australian Open in January. 
p H pr very last tournament was 
fewhat she was referring to. 
Hfth ough, the one she can’t seem to 
fc forget. A first-round loss to Leila 
pMeskhi at the ’93 U.S. Open sent 

See CAPRIATI — Page D 8 <^ 



Associated Press/Simon Bruty 

^J ennifer Capriati returns a shot during her match in the Vir f 
feginia Slims Tournament. in Philadelphia. 



iati's back 



to Huber in three sets 


CAPRIATI — From Page D1 


t=f Capriati into a tailspin of self doubt the likes of which she had 
never before experienced. 

Four months later, she was cited for shoplifting a cheap ring 
in a Tampa mall in December of ’93, a case eventually dropped. 

A month later, she announced that she had no plans to return 
to the tour in 1994, and four months after that, Capriati was ar¬ 
rested at a seedy Coral Gables, Fla., motel and charged with pos¬ 
session of marijuana, a case also dropped when she agreed to 
undergo rehabilitation. 

“It wasn’t like I was trying to be. a rebel or anything,” she 
said yesterday. “What happened in the past is in the past.” 

And the first step away from that past occurred before a 
near-sellout crowd of 5,000 people at the Virginia Slims of Phila¬ 
delphia. ’ — — — 

A reluctant grin broke out as she entered the court, the wild 
applause reaching a crescendo as she approached midcourt. But 
after that, Capriati was all business. Just as she always was. 

Still eager for the next serve, impatient for the next point, 
she was not so much cautious at first as defensive, allowing Hub¬ 
er to run her from side to side. 

Later, sensing her opponent’s growing tension, she simply 
waited for Huber to make the mistakes, which she did as Capria¬ 
ti very nearly ran away with the second at 4-0, before taking it 
6-3 on her fourth break of serve in the set. 

“She hit the ball well, she received well and she ran pretty 
well,” said Huber. “Oh, maybe she made some mistakes, but I 
think she played fine.” 

The Anke Hubers of the world, a player now ranked 13th and 
certainly no slouch, were also the ones Capriati once took apart. 

Last night, however, the energy could not match the desire, 
strong as it was. Common sense said Capriati probably would 
wilt in a third set. 


Source: https://www.indi 
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Capriati Ready 
For 2nd Chance 


By Laura Price 

staff correspondent 

Philadelphia — Jennifer. Jennifer. 
Jennifer. They are calling' from Mi¬ 
lan, London and Germany. Suddenly, 
the Virginia Slims of Philadelphia h as/ 
become the center of the tennis uni¬ 
verse and it’s all because of Jennifer 
CapriatL 

She’s back. 

The sport's prodigal daughter will 
end a 15-month hiatus in which her 
saddening- spiral from media darling 
to troubled teen was chronicled pub¬ 
licly after her May 16 arrest for mis¬ 
demeanor marijuana possession. 

Capriati, once ranked as high as 
No. 6 in the world, received one of 
two wild cards to enter this tourna¬ 
ment and was in town practicing yes¬ 
terday for tomorrow night’s first- 
round match against sixth seed Anke 
Euber. She and her entourage, in¬ 
cluding parents Stefano and Denise, 
have refused to do interviews before 
her match. Her only comments came 
from a statement released yesterday 
to the media. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m in tip-top shape, 
but I feel good enough to break the 
ice, 1 . Capriati said in the statement. “In 
regards to after this tournament and 
next year, I don’t know. I'm just going 
to take things day by day.” 

The IB-year-old Capriati checked 
herself into a 28-day in-patient drug re¬ 
habilitation program in Miami Beach 
after the drug arrest, the first step in 
her climb back into the life that made 
her a multimillionaire al age 13. She 
has not competed since losing to Leila 
Meskhi in the Erst round of the 1993 
ILS. Open, when she walked off Stadi¬ 
um Court in tears'. 

Capriati nearly returned for the Eu¬ 
ropean Indoors tournament in Zurich, 
Switzerland, on Oct. 3 after starting se¬ 
rious training in August, but a pulled 
groin muscle kept her out. It is not sur¬ 
prising she returns this week, consider¬ 
ing the Philadelphia Slims tournament 
is being promoted by her agency, Inter¬ 
national Management Group, and her 
agent, Barbara Perry. 

Tournament organizers are expect¬ 
ing the largest press contingent in the 
tournament’s four-year history. As for 
the fpst of the field at the Pennsylvania 


happy to see Capriati back on the court. 

“I think it’s great. She’s always been 
great for tennis,” said eighth seed 
Amanda Cbetzer, who was upset yes¬ 
terday, 6-1, 6-3, in the first round by 
16-year-old American upstart Meilen 
Tu. “[Capriati] has acted pretty re¬ 
sponsible from what we’ve heard the 
last few months. She's always been sen¬ 
sible on the court.” 

Tu, who turned pro this year after 
winning the National Girls 18s Cham¬ 
pionships, says she doesn’t identify 
with the situation of Capriati and other 
young stars who burned out early. 

S T really don’t have to worry about 
it, 1 ’ Tu said, “because I’m happy every 
day of xny life. If 1 don’t want to play, 
I’ll get off the court.” 

That’s the way it started for a bub¬ 
bly, gum-chewing 13-year-old named 
Jennifer Capriati, whom the late Ted 
Tinling once called “God’s gift to 
American tennis.” She became the 
youngest semi finalist in Grand Slam 
hisoiy at the 1990 French Open when - 
only 14. Capriati knocked on the door 
of Grand Slam events, reaching the se¬ 
mifinals three times and the quarter- 
finalsa six times, but never won. Her 
most heartbreaking loss came at the 
1991 U.S. Open semifinal, when she fell 
to Monica Seles. after twice serving for 
the match. 

What fallowed was a souring toward 
tennis and the demands of stardom, 
even amid Capriati’s greatest triumph, 
a gold medal at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. By December, 1993, Capriati 
was arrested for shoplifting a §15 ring 
from a Tampa mall. The following 
March, when she turned 18, Capriati 
dropped out of her high school and 
moved out of her~parents’ home in 
Saddlebrock, Fla., to live with a friend 
in Boca Baton and study for her equiva¬ 
lency degree. Reports surfaced she had 
previously undergone drug rehabilita¬ 
tion and when she was arrested in May 
at a seedy hotel in Coral Gables, one of 
her companions claimed Capriati had 
been smoking crack cocaine. Another 
said she only had been drinking and 
taking antidepressants. 

Capriati had hit bottom. Her mug 
shot filled television screens all over the 
country — another young athlete who 
couldn’t haiidle the pressure. 


ConVentidh- Cehfeb, 5 lafe 4 4 * Now she will try again. 


NEW YORK NEWSDAY 
NOVEMBER 7, 1994 
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Triumphant Loss 

Capriati falls in three sets, but wins just by playing 


Hy Luura Price 

SIWtruOltmPONOENT 

Philadelphia — The tennis world 
wniLed 16 months for the moment Jen- 
mTer Cuprioti again would light up n 
court. It come Lost night, when she look 
her first steps onto center stage at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center. She 
peered out from under her baseball cap 
imd smiled, 

"It's great to be back," Capriati said. 
And giggled. 

Shu didn't win Her inaugural match of 
1994. A sharper Anke Huber, the third 
seed here at the ft hmsof Phila - 

delphia^ outlasted her, 6-4,3-6, 6-1, in a 
baseline slugfest. It will be Huber, once 
i\ 14-year-old prodigy herself, who 
moves into the second round against 
Lisa Raymond tonight, 

Not that it matters. During h er hiatus.. 
Capriati decided she missed tennis. "I 
learned I really love thii game and it 
doesn’t matter to me whether I win or 
lose," she said, 4 ‘I experienced a lot, I got 
wi*er and found out what makes me 
more happy I learned a lot about my¬ 
self." 

Those who have been around Capriati 
this week say she has matured, “The 
silver lining of what ahe’a been through 
is she’s come out stronger,” said Anne 
Person Worcester, CEO of the Women's 
Tennis Association. “She's back be¬ 
cause she wants to be back.” 

Capriati showed she still has the blis¬ 
tering groundstrokea, much to the de¬ 
light of a partisan near-capacity crowd 
of about 4,600 that clapped on everyone 
of her points, She admitted feeling a bit 
fatigued running down Huber's equally 
potent shots. 


"1 got tired. I'm not used to running 
like that,” Capriati said. 

Both players had trouble holding 
serve in the first set and Huber dually 
prevailed on a Capriati forehand that 
missed wide. BuUhc 18-year-ald Florid- 
iun-lurmtd-Califomian raced to a 4-0 
lead in the second sat and, up 6-3 at set 
point, she sprinted toward a soft Huber 

drop shot and whipped a topspin fore¬ 
hand winner to take the set. 

Huber, who is ranked 13th, tough¬ 
ened in the third and pulled away to a 5- 
k advantage. It took three match points 
before Capriati sailed a backhand long 
to give Huber the victory. 

“From the shots she was the same 
player," Huber said, “but she didn't 
play for 16 months, so maybe you don’t 
have the feel for a match.” 

The road back for Jennifer Capriati 
will take many matches like this, 

Capriati cites her friends, her family 
amd her dog as integral in her life. She 
declined to talk about the troubled pact 
16 months and her brushes with the law 
Lhut included an arrest for misdemeanor 
marijuana possession, for which she en¬ 
tered a drug rehabilitation program, 

"What’a in thepast is in the past," she 
said 'Tm hare now.” But whatever was 
going on, she said, it was not her battle 
against The System. 

“That was just me," Capriati said. “It 
wasn't like I wbjb trying to be a rebel or 
anything." Don’t call her a role model 
either, “I'm just experiencing life for 
myself. I don't consider myself grown up 
vet,” she said. 


The Australian Open may be a possi¬ 
bility, bulrightnow Capriati's aecondgo 
at tennis will be taken shot by shot, 
match by match. No pressure, no expec¬ 
tations and no negative thinking about 
quiLling the game if it doesn’t workfoul, 
“1 just wunt to try to play my best," 
she said. 'Tm not expecting anything 
from myself. Right now my goal is not to 
be No. 1." 

Capriati peaked at No. 6 in the world 
in 1991, a year after she turned pro at 
age 13. A teenage multimillionaire 
through endorsements and prize mon¬ 
ey, by 17 she had hanked three Grand 
Slam semifinals and six quarterfinals in 
four years. She never haB won a major, 
but Capriati's crowning achievement 
came in 1992 at the Barcelona Olympics 
when she wan a gold medal. 

Life in a fiahbowl and its attendant 
pressure began to eat away at Capriati, 
and finally she dropped out after losing 
in the Brat round of the 1993 U.S. Open 
to Leila Meakhi. 

Capriati’s return to life on the tour 
means jumping back into the fishbowl 
— “This ia kind of weird," she said of 
talkj ng to the media—it also meanH she 
will play bv the WTA’s rules, which in¬ 
clude random drug testing. Tour offi¬ 
cials say she will not be treated differ¬ 
ently. 

“Jennifer will not be tested asa condi¬ 
tion ofreturning to the tour," Worcester 
said. “She will be tested randomly as 
any other player," 


The WTA tests players at about four 
to eight tournaments a year (five by Ibf 
end of 1994) for narcotic analgesia 
(such as morphine), stimulants, anabol¬ 
ic steroids, diuretics and masking 
agents. It douc not lest for recreationa. 
drugs such as alcohol, nicotine and 
marijuana. 

Capriati has not tested positive for 
drugs in her four years on the tour, ac¬ 
cording to player relations director Jean 
Nachand. 

Her return this week has been trium¬ 
phant off the court, In the locker room at 
the convention center adjacent to Read¬ 
ing Terminal hangs a banner signed by 
ail the players here, welcoming her, 

Capriati seemed to reliah the atmo¬ 
sphere last night; Before kfiving the 
court she signed autographs — “JC ,J — 
the way she used to do. Walking out, her 
rackets in band, Jennifer Capriati 
grinned and waved. 

It was goodbye, hello, sea you soon. 


NEW YORK NEWSDAY 
NOVEMBER 10, 1994 
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Tennis : 


^Meilen TiT,^T6-y ear-old highi 
scto oL student, from Northridge,- 
feCilif., upse^Amanda Coetzer, 6-1,; 
*“ 6-cT,in the opening round of th e Vir¬ 
gi n i a S lims of Ph ik&eiphifl. It was 
l-Tu’s fir st professional victory, Coetz- 
is seeded No. 8 and is ranked 
►No. 16 in the world. No. 2 seed Mary 
ILPierce advanced to the second round ■ 
fewith a 6-0, 6-1 rout of Tatiana Igna- 
rtiava of Russia. . 

j^3Sbefen ding champion Conchita; 
^Martinez of Spain is the top seed in 
^the $750,000 tournament, which 
i.contin ues through Sunday. The, 
tournament will feature Jennifer 


fCapriati’s first tournament play in 
more than a year. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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‘It’s great 
to be back’ 

Loses match 
to Huber after 
15-month layoff 

do o y a ) 

By Sandra McKee 

Sun Staff Writer 


PHILADELPHIA — Jennifer Ca¬ 
priati, her face hidden beneath a 
blue baseball cap with a red bill, 
her hairpin pigtails, smiled only 
once last night as she returned to 
pro tennis for the first time in 15 
months at the Virginia Slims of 


The smile came as she walked 
onto the court at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center and was greeted 
by a standing ovation, cheers and 
whistles. 

It was quite a welcome for an 
18-year-old who plummeted from a 
No. 6 world ranking and star status 
to a wild-card entiy, and who, sev¬ 
en months ago, checked herself in¬ 
to a drug-rehabilitation clinic after 
being arrested and charged with 
marijuana possession in Florida. 

“fve closed the door on the last 
14 months,” Capriati said. ‘What’s 





“While I was away I learned I really loved the game,” said Jennifer Capriati last night. 


in the past is in the past. I wasn’t 
frying to be rebellious. I wasn’t fry¬ 
ing to be a rebel or anything. It was 
just the way I was. 

“But now it’s great to be back. 
Really great to be back playing.” 

Capriati, an unseeded wild-card 
entry, faced Anke Huber, the 
No. 13 player in the world and a 
woman she had beaten in all four 
of their previous meetings. 

„ And though Capriati didn’t win 
this time, she learned she is still 


competitive and compelling. 

She lost to Huber, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, 
before a crowd of about 4,000, with 
an additional gathering of nearly 
150 print and broadcast media 
from as far away as Europe and 
Japan. 

Capriati started slowly in the 
first set, and came on like a comet 
in the second before finally fading 
in the third. 

“I got tired;**she admitted. “I’m 
not used to that much running and 


I’m not in tip-top condition. But my 
tennis felt a lot stronger than when 
I last played.” 

Her bruising, two-handed back¬ 
hand is intact and when she - 
streaked from deep in the badV 
court to catch up. to a Huber dr^f 
shot for a stretched out cross- q^A/ 


forehand winner to take the 
set, it was apparent most^^f 
rest of her game, is too. Jn S ° A 

£ V'V 

See CAPRIATI, 3C '?•/ 


hfX. 
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fCAPRIATI: She’s 
gon way back 

W?romPagelC O ■ 

|C_. “ I think her shots are the same,”' 
Dsaid Huber. “But she is just missing 
gthe feeling for the match. She has 
= miss ed 15 months. You can practice, 
^but you cannot get the match feel 
©Without the match play. I think once 
E§he has that, she is going to be the 
ksame player again.” 

Ibb^ Capriati is at this tournament 
gwith former touring pro Jose Higuer- 
jggs ; who coaches Jim Courier. 
grh Be and Capriati met about four 
bks ago at a Palm Springs tennis 
ib and he has been helping her 
ice, though he says he is not her 
= coach. " 

“She’s out here to have a good 
re and compete,” said Higueras. 
^ She’s hitting the ball well, but she 
gihasn’t played in 15 months.” 

~~~ Capriati, who turned pro at 13, 
rad been the darling of the women’s 
j5fd"Tehhil world: A Sports'iUustrat- 
- ed c over story, a finalist in her first 
pro tournament in 1990, a French 
r Open semifinalist at 14. 

By 199 i she ranked among the 
ff top 40 highest paid athletes in the; 
Jrfprid,. with $20 million in earnings 
h an d sponsors paying her an addb 
phonal ^5 million annually. In 1992, 
^she won a gold metal at the Olympics 
j= £n Barcelona. 

1^—Then came a December 1993 rep- 
^ rim and fo r allegedly shoplifting a 
C$T5 ring at a store in Tampa, Fla. 
g=zXast March she moved into her 
b own~aparfment in Florida, while a] 
f- high school senior, and began hang-j 
l^inghutjwith drug users. J 

N^i bJnMay, she was arrested on mari¬ 
j uana possession charges, was aban-J 
don ed by all her sponsors and] 
checked into a drug-rehab center. 1 
IssbDAfterward, she moved, with her! 
^fam ily, to Palm Springs, 

And now, still only 18, she is tak- 
Fing her first step in her comeback. 

“I think it’s tremendous she’s, 
ncoming back already,” said Lindsay 
“Davenport, an 18-year-old, who 
didht turn pro until she was 16. 

~ the time Capriati was 16, she 

_ rad al ready been a semifinalist in 

^Dhree Grand Slam tournaments. 


“I dkin’t think she’d uy lu 
back until next year,” said Daven¬ 
port. “But I’ve spent some time with 
her here and I think she’s ready to 
ggcom e back. She has a different atti- 
ptude, a different approach. She’s_ 
j— he re without her parents and I think 
^that’s 1 a major step. Tennis isn’t a 
^family project — at least it shouldn’t 
ETbe^ • 

h- C “M v dad still worked when I 
5turned ; pro,”_ said' Davenport, “He 
gDidhTwanf all his eggs in oneloasket 
y with me. He still works — so does" 
Jhiy mim. Tennis' isn’t something ev- 
gSicy member of the family has to be a 
7T>art of.” 

W^;.Bul Capriati’s family was in- 
r VOlved . Once Capriati turned pro at 
fgl£L her father’s'only job was manag¬ 
ing his daughter’s career and heri 
j^arivihg s supported the family. Her 
^famil y wasn’t at this tournament, 
fe but slie said it is because she wanted 
“ to keep her return as simple as pos- 
aiblt 

’ While I was away,” she said, “I 
glearnedj really loved the game and 
-tha t "ft doesn’t matter if I win or lose. 
-I waiif to compete again. I think 
what Fve been through has made me 
Lwiset - I found out what I like. And 
tonigh t, I had a lot of fun just 
^playipg. It was nice to be on the court 
agairiC 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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iHuber tops 
IP ierce, wins 
SSlims title 

P From Wire Reports 


.Anke Huber nearly blew a 4-0 
^lead in the third set ^yesterday but 
^se ttled down to HefeatlMary fierce, 
7^67076-7 (4-7), 7-5, jorthechainplon- 
“yshij) of the $750. (JOT) Virgipic* Slim s 
" iladelphia. 

19-year-old Huber, ranked 





SPORTS BRIEFLY 


pp 3tK in the worlds earned $15Q,OQO 
inHier third vic tory of die season. 
jgShe. has riot had a coach since Sep- 
gTember, ye t has w on two iourna- 
g-£ ments sinceThen. 

big 


f wTTFete Sampras used his 
seWe to complete a perfect tune : up 
W for The WerldjChmnpionships, as he 
Kbeat Magnus Larsson, 7-6 (7-6), 6-4, _ 
f*to retain his $1.1 million European ” 
^Community Championship title at £ 
as Antw§rp, Belgium. Sampras won " 
hi$ 156,00(\ Larsson $93,000. I 

^„_;£arnpras, the world’s No. 1 j)lay- ' 
^er; didn’t lose a set during the week. 

■ Alexander Volkov of "Russia ° 
swon the $1.1 million Kremlin Cup in 
SS/Ioscow, defeating Chuck Adams of 
^th e United States. 6-2, 6-4. Both 
^jplayers were unseeded in the event. 

^ ■ Alex Corretja of Spain won his 

^firs t ATP Tour title, defeating Javier 
g Fra n a of Argentina, 6-3, 5-7, 7-6 = 
0 (7-5), in the", final of the Ml3,000 I 
Topper Open in Buenos Aines, Ar- 
; gentina. : }[ 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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LAWN TENNIS / Disgraced prodigy tells of desperate torment and sense of failure 


Capriati back in limelight 
with a rebellious streak 


By Barry Wood in Philadelphia 


I JENNIFER Capriati would 

■ probably have preferred to 
make her comeback at an 

■ obscure satellite tourna- 
| ment in the Australian out- 
| back, away from an 

intrigued tennis community 
and worldwide media inter¬ 
est, but she knows there is 
no place she can hide. 

So it is that after a groin 
. strain aborted her original 
‘ and curious decision to 
return in Zurich, where the 
I world press was gathered 
1 for the professional debut of 
Swiss protege Martina Hin¬ 
gis, she will step on court 
this week for her first match 
since the 1993 US Open to 
face Anke Huber at the Vin- 
-ginia .S lims of Philadelph ia^ 

The spirit of rebellion tlTdt 
last May led to her arrest for 
possession of marijuana 
was in evidence-as she prac¬ 
tised in Palm Desert, Cali¬ 
fornia. The rings had gone 
from her nose and navel, 
only to be replaced with one 
on her toe. Her hair was 
streaked with purple and 
her shorts bore a fashion¬ 
able and defiant tear. 

Her breakdown occurred 
because, having been told 
she was the best, coming 
second took its toll as she 
lost her self-esteem. 

“I was always expected to 
be at the top, and if I didn’t 
win, to me, that meant I was 
a loser. If I played terrible, I 
thought I could handle it, 
but really I couldn’t. I felt 
no-one liked me,” she said. 

“I was depressed and sad 
and lonely and guilty. I felt 
I’d give up all the material 
things to be with someone 
who would love me for me.’’ 

So after her devastating 
first-round loss to Leila 


Meskhi at Flushing Mead¬ 
ow, she walked away from 
tennis and her family, mov¬ 
ing into her own apartment. 

“I burnt out,” she admit¬ 
ted. “I spent a week in bed 
in darkness, just hating 
everything. When I looked 
in the mirror I saw this dis¬ 
torted image. I was so ugly 
and so fat I just wanted to 
kill myself. I’m not an 
addict to drugs, but you 
could say I was an addict to 
my own pain. I had this 
sarcasm about everything.” 

But Capriati, still only 18, 
did not hate tennis and, 
after a long break, she 
began practising again. 

“When I thought about 
the [Grand] Slams I always 
thought I’d be there again. 
It’s just a game to me now, 
and I am playing because I 
have the desire and the tal¬ 
ent to play. I don’t want to 
leave tennis the way I did, 
crying and crawling away.” 

While the spotlight falls 
this week on Capriati, 
another young American 
has begun to make her pres¬ 
ence felt. California’s Mei- 
len Tu, 16, overcame 16th- 
ranked Amanda Coetzer, of 
South Africa, 6-1,6-3. 

Another seed, Amy Fra¬ 
zier, lost 6-1, 6-1 to the tal¬ 
ented but unpredictable 
Chanda Rubin, but Natalia 
Zvereva survived with a 6-4, 
6-3 victory over Meredith 
McGrath. 

WTA T'MENT (Philadelphia).—1 st rd 
(US unless stated): M Tu bt A Coetzer (S 
Africa) 6-1, 6-3; J Kruger (S Africa) bt S 
Stafford 6-3, 6-3; K Po bt M A Vento (Vene¬ 
zuela) 6-4,1 -6,7-5; M Pierce (France) btT 
Ignatieva (Belarus) 6-0, 6-1; L Raymond bt 
S Cacic 2-6, 7-6, 7-5; P Fendick bt M 
Werdel 6-2, 6-4; E de Lone bt M Paz 
(Argentina) 6-3, 6-2; C Rubin bt A Frazier 
6-1, 6-1; N Zvereva (Belarus) bt M 
McGrath 6-4, 6-3; J Halard (France) bt L 
Harvey-Wild 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 



Australian snub for Williams i 


AMERICAN prodigy Venus Williams is 
likely to be prevented from playing in 
the Australian Open, her first Grand Slam 
event. 

Williams, 14, made her professional 
debut in California last month. She joined 
the Women’s Tennis Association Tour 
before the enforcement of new rules apply¬ 
ing an age limit of 16 on the circuit. 

She has indicated that she wants a wild 
card for the New South Wales Open, the 
lead-up Sydney event to January’s Austra¬ 
lian Open, but Open tournament director 
Paul McNamee said yesterday that while he 
had not received any request for a special 


entry for Williams, he could not support 
granting one as Tennis Australia are keen 
to support the recent age ruling of the . 
Women’s Tennis Council. 

• A sluggish Pete Sampras had to work 
harder than expected in Antwerp last night , 
to earn a 7-6, 6-4 victory in the first round of 
the European Community Championship 1 
against a Belgian wild-card entry, i 

The world No 1 had to struggle through a ■ 
tie-breaker before finally winning the con¬ 
test against Johan Van Herck, 20, in lhr 
21min. 1 

Details: Page 43 I 
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“‘Navratilova opens against Sabat.ini at Slims Championship© 
PHILADELPHIA (Reuter) — Martina Navratilova Thursday drew 
Gab r i a 1 a Babat i n i a.s he r f i r s t — r onnd oppoften t i. n n e k t wea k ' s 
V 1 r g i n i a S 1 i ms C ha,m p 1 on s h i ps , t:he f i n aX s i n g Xas tou r n aman t a f 
the -1 36—year —o 1 d NavratiXova 7 s 19—year caraer . 

Na v r a 11 X o va , r an k ed No« 6 i n t he wa r X d « w ill f a ce the 
ninth—ranked Sabatini of Argentina Tuesday night at Madison 
Square GB.rdaari ? p.r^-cjBd ing a ceremony honoring Navratilova. 

The dr aw wa.s condu cted a t tha 8 X i ms of Ph i Xa.daXph i a avan t „ 
The $3«5 million Slims Championships s matching the top 16 
singles players and top eight doubles teams on the WTA TOUR, 
will run Nov. 14—20 at the Garden* 

Defending champion Steffi Graf, who withdrew from this 
week's Philadelphia tournament because of recurring back 
problems, is seeded No. 1» The German will face Brenda Schultz 
of the Notherlands in the f 1 rst round* 

Second seed Arantxa Sanchez Vi carlo of Spain, the French and 
LLS* Open champion, last year's runnerup at the Slims 
Championshi p , drew Fr-Bn>z:^ ' s JuXie Halard « 

The other pairings are (index number denotes seeding )2 
Amanda Coetzer (South Africa) vs 5—Mary Pierce (France )5 4—Jana 

No vo tn a < C zee h Re pu b X i. e) vs I va Ma 3 o X i (Croat! a) 5 An k e Hu be r 
(Ge r man y) vs 7—L i ndsay Da van por t. (LL 8 * ) 5 8 —K i m i ko Da t e (-Ja pan ) 

vs Magdalena Maleeva (Bulgaria), and Natalia Zvereva (Belarus) 
v s 3—C o n c h i t a M a r t i n e z (S p a i n ) » 
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r s BC 
•** BC—TENNIS~WOMEN 
*** T a n n i a —8 c hu 1 1 z 
(Ed a s e a r r a c t. s 
PHILABELPHIA 
Ne t ha r Xan d s was 


-TENNIS-WOMEN 11-10 0343 A ^ 

ISTLDa 

upsets Da van port at Slims of P h i 1 a d a 1 p h 1 a a 
S c hu 1 t z ' b n a 11 o n a lit y > 

( Ra u t a r > — Un a a a d ad B r an d a S c h u 1.1 z o f t ha 
the upset .winner of a battle of big servera 


at 


the V i r g i n i a S1 i. ms of Ph iladalph ia Thu r sday , dump ing 
thi rd-seeded Amer i can Lindsay Davenpor t * 

8 c h u 1 1 z a d v a nee d t o t h e q u a r t e r f i. n a 3. a w i t h a 2 - 6 , 8 — 2 , 6 — 4 

secand-round victor y over Davenport in the final tuna—u p far 


ne :< t wee k ' s V i r g i n i a 811 ms C hamp i ons h i ps « 

Schultz and Davenport are both first—time qualifiers for the 
16 — p 3. a y a r seas o n f i n a 3, a w 


Second seed Mary and four th seed 8 abr iela Sabatini 

b o t h r oiled into t h a q u a. r t a r f i n a 1 s w i t h t [ i e 1 a s s a f j u s t f a u r 

games each* 

Pierce turned back American Patty Fervid i ek 6-3« 6-1, while 
Sabatini stoppad Jaanette Kr uger of Sou th Africa 6—4, 6—0 * 

In a meeting of two of the strongest players on the women's 
tour , Schultz slammed 11 aces in the match and dropped just four 
po i n t s on he r s e r ve i n t he m i d d Xe se t. 

In the second set I was getting in a groove and serving 
he 11 ar , 8 chu3..t z said * ' 1 "he key against. L. i ndsay is to mix i t 

up and to keep the hall- away from her, make her run and reach 
for it,'' 

In the third set, Schultz came to the:net to force a 
back hand error by Davenport on break point at 4-4, then served 
out the match in the next game, c.rB.c.king two of her 11 aces on 
the first two poin ts * 

''You just try to get enough balls.in play to make her miss, 
but I wasn't doing that,'' Davenport said^ 

8 i k teen-year—old American MeiXen Tu, the U* 8 « Open junior 
c hamp i on p3..ay i ng ju s t her second t ou r namen t as a p r o f ess i a na 1 , 
upset 3 61 h - r a n k e d K a t e r i n a M a 3. e e v a 6 - 4 , 6—3 , 

Tu , w ho p i cked o f f e i g h t h-seeded Sou t h A f r i can Aman da 
0 oe t z e r on Mon d a. y , was con s i s t en t f r om the base3» i. n e an d u sed a 
service break in each set to oust the more e k perienced 
Buigarian« 

Fr an ce ' s Na 1 ha3. i e Tauz i a 1 , who upse t top—seeded def end i. ng 
champion Conchita Martinez on Wednesday. PelX to American 
K i m b e r 1. y P o 6—3 , 2—6 , 7—3 i in a n o t h e r s e c o n d — r o u n d m a t c h . 

The loss ended Tauziat's chance of qualifying for next 
we e k ' s t>ou r n a m e n t * 
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*'* Tenn i s—P ier ce leads seeds i:n to sem i f i nals i n Ph i ladelph ia8 
PHILADELPHIA (Reuter) — Shaking off the effects of a cold 
and the hard groundstrokas of 16-year-old American Heilan Tu, 
second seed Mary Pierce of France advanced to the semifinals of 
the $750*000 Virginia Slims of Philadelphia tennis,tournament 

Friday* -- " ^ 

Pier ce heXd of f the U ,S, Open jun ior champ i, on 6—2, 6—4 as 

four seeded players posted straight sets wins over unseeded 
opponents in Friday's quarter—final action * 

Fourth-seeded Argentine Gabriela Saba tini, fifth seed 
Natalia Zvereva of Belarus and sixth-seeded German Anke Huber 
clthe other three semifinal berths* 

Sabatini, who is attempting to end a title drought that goes 
back to the 1992 Italian Open * dropped just three games in 
turning back thiWBric.B.n Chanda Rubin 6—3 y 6-0 despite commiting a 
whopping 13 double faults in a sloppy match* 

Zvereva stopped TzH^^ndB. Schultz of the Netherlands 6—1, 7-6 

and Huber, who p±B.y>Bd until after midnight on Thursday, came 
back to beat American Kimberly Po 6—3, 6—2* 

I was a little bit tired, but it was okay,'' Huber said* 
Pierce, the French Open runner—up still, looking for her 
first title of the year, will face Zvereva, while Huber takes on 
Saba t i ni in Satu r day's semifinals * 

Pierce, who has been battling a cold all week, started 

q u i c k 1 y a g a i n s t a visib 1 y n e r v o u s T u , pi‘a yin g j us t. her - secatui__ _ 

tournamen t as a professional« 

The Canadian-born French woman jumped out to a 3—0 lead and 
took the first set in 2.5 minutes, converting all three of her 
br ea k po i n t op por tun i t i. es * 

Tu fought back to 3-4 from 3-0 down in the second set.,, But 
neither player was able to hold serve the rest of the way and 
Pierce ended the match by slamming a backhand service return for 
a break on match point,, 

"“I did the same thing in the first and second sets,'' 

Pierce said* ''I went up 3—0 and then I lost some games on 
careless mistakes* She also hit some pretty good shots in those 
games, ' ' Pier ce said* 

Zvereva continued her mastery of Schultz to raise her record 
against the Dutch woman to a perfect 7-0* 

The big-serving Schultz belted ii aces; past Zvereva, but was 
undone by 27 unfarc.^d errors in the 73—minute match* 

Rubin repeatedly failed to take advantage of Sabatini's 
inconsistency as she converted just one of 11 break points 
against the Argentine* 
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"’Capriati loses in first match in more than a year8 

PHILADELPHIA (Reuter) — Former teen-age sensation Jennifer 
Capriati, playing in her first tournament after a turbulent year 
of personal trouhles, sbowed flashas of her former bri11iance 
but lost in the first round of the V irginia Slims o f 
P hiladelpb1a tenn1s tournamen t Wednesday. 

capriati, now IB, took Anke Huber to threa sets in the 
$-750,000 event before the German prevailed. 6-4 3-6 6-1 « 

Capriati, one of the premier players in the world when she 
was just 1.3, stumbled from grace after being arrested twice — 
last December for shoplifting (charges were dropped) and in Hay 
for marijuana possession . 

After Wednesday's match, Capriati indicated she is hoping 
to play in next year's Australian Open, but stopped short of 
saying she planned to return to a full tour schedule in 1993. 

''I'm trying to play my best* I'm really not expecting 
anything for myself,'' Capriati said. ''My goal isn't to be % 

number one or anything, it's to just play and see how I do/' 

Capriati was to have played her first match at a tournament 
in Switzerland last month, but was sidelined by a grain injury* 

She received a wild-card entry to the Philadelphia event* which 
is operated by International Management Group (IMG), which also 
r epres ents Cap ria ti« 

Capriati's return overshadowed unseeded Nathalie Tausiat of 
F ran ce, who upset top—seed and defending champion Conchita 
Martinez earlier on Wednesday 6—4 6-4. 

In another afternoon match, American Lindsay Davenport, 
seeded third, defeated Tami Whitlinger-Jones 7-5 6-3. 

Capriati took the court to a standing ovation from the crowd 
at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. She quickly broke Huber 
in the first game, demonstrating the powerful groundstrok.es that 
carried her to number-six ranking in 1991. But Huber went on to ^ 

win the set in 34 minutes, breaking Capriati three times. -$» 

It was great to be out there playing again,'' Capriati 
said. 'My tennis felt better and stronger than in the last few 
matches I played (in 1993).'' 

Capriati jumped to a 3-0 lead in the" second set, and 
converted her first set point at 5-3 when she ran down a drop 
shot by Huber and hit a crosscourt forehand winner, bringing 
the crowd to its feet again. 

Huber used two service breaks to take a 4-0 lead in the 
third set, then watched Capriati hit a forehand long on the 
third ma tch poin t at 5 — 1. 

I missed some easy balls. I think I was too tense,'' Huber 
said. ''1 think I wanted to play too good. But I piayed much 
more confident in the thirdd sat. 

''When you don"t play for 13 months maybe you don't have a 
feel for the match. But -her shots ware the. same. If she 
practices and plays a few more matches she's going to be the 
same player.'' 

Tauziat, who is ranked 39th, defeated the No. 3-ranked 
Martinez, the defending Wimbledon champion, using a varied 
a 11 a e k t h a t i n c 1 u d e d s e v e r a 1 w e 11— t i m e d n e t a p p r o a c h e s . 

'Conchita passes really well, so I waited for the good 
balls to do it, when I had the chance,'' Tauziat said* ''This is 
my last (singles) tournament of the year, and I'm playing the 
number-one seed so I have nothing to lose here. When I play my 
best tennis I feel I can beat anybody, and today I played one 
of my best matches of the year.'' 

Leading 5-4 in the first set, Tauziat handcuffed Martinez 
with a big first serve on set point and volleyed a forehand 
winner to win the set. The players then traded service breaks in 
the first six games of the second set before Tauziat came to the 
net and forced Martinez into a backhand error on break point to 
take a 4—3 lead. 

8er ving at 5 — 4 , 30—1.ove , Tauziat h i t two successi ve net 
cords, the second on match point, leaving Martinez shaking her 
head i n d i sbe 1 i e f . 

''I haven't been playing well at the end of the year, and I 
wish I knew why,'' Martinez said. '"I didn't play too bad today. 

I was h 5.11 i ng t ha ba 11 well. and ser v i n g a 1 r i g h t, bu 1 s he was 
just tough.'' 

REUTER 

ReutOO s OB i1-10 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 


iZL.^ 






P E O 


By GINIA BELLAFANTE 


s= 



Once Sullen, Now Spirited 

Tennis star JENNIFER CAPRIATI returned to competition last 
week without the nose ring and troubled mien that signified 
her celebrated adolescent rebellion. Capriati abandoned the 
sport 14 months ago because she sought anonymity, but she 
ended up all over the news after she was arrested for mari¬ 
juana possession. At the Virginia Slims tournament in 
Philadelphia, the crowd cheered her in a match against Ger¬ 
many’s Anke Huber. She lost, but her spirits were undefeat¬ 
ed. “I learned I really love this game.” she said of her hiatus. 


S E E N & 

How does the Heidi Fleiss tri¬ 
al resemble the Gulf War? 

Ask former celebrity madam 

B Sydney Biddle 

Barrows. The so¬ 
cialite and some¬ 
time lecturer on 

cover the trial of 
\ her reputed counterpart from 
i L.A. “If you want an expert 
: on war, you get a retired gen- 
\ eral,” says Barrows, who will 
j provide commentary for the 
’ cable network America’s Talk- 
\ ing. “I’m not exactly a gener- 
> al, but I am retired.” 


Two Geniuses, One Book 

- For the past 277 years, Codex —an illustrated collection of 
LEONARDO DA VINCI’S scientific writings—has had just two 
owners: the Leicesters, a gen tried British family; and for¬ 
mer industrialist, lady’s man and onetime kgb accomplice 
Armand Hammer. But now the 16th century collection of 
forward-looking musings has landed in the possession of a 
soul Leonardo might have found more kindred. At a 
Christie’s auction in New York City last week, Renaissance 
nerd and Microsoft chairman BILL GATES anonymously 
won an intense bidding war against an Italian competitor. 
A billionaire nine times over, Gates landed his prize for 
$30.8 million, the highest price ever paid for a manuscript 
sold at auction. Now he can study Leonardo’s explanation 
for why the sky is blue. 








HEARD 

Once the embodiment of girl¬ 
ish innocence, Nancy Kerrigan 
has an image that’s been sul¬ 
lied ever since the Olympics. 
Perceived as a sore loser to 
gold medalist Oksana Baiul 
and ungrateful to sponsors, 
Kerrigan must now contend 
mmgmmm with accusations 
■F" s he broke up 

KjSlL ijja the marriage of 

vorced two weeks 
ago, he denied those rumors 
but admitted that he and his 
client are dating. 
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ESSAY 

Bruce Handy 


T he day after elections last week, facing inter- 
viewers on the White House lawn, chief of staff Leon 
Panetta looked even more Oscar Levant-like than 
usual as he tried to put the best face on a vote that 
hadn’t really gone the Administration’s way. While other com¬ 
mentators, overwhelmed at the turn of events, had been forced 
to consult thesauruses in an effort to find synonyms for''whole¬ 
sale repudiation” and "visceral disgust” Panetta had a slightly 
different take. Bill Clinton had been elected on a platform of 
change, Panetta explained, and now the voters had expressed | 
a desire for even more change—in other words, the historic re¬ 
jection of Democratic candidates was in some sense an exten¬ 
sion of the Clinton mandate. That ,~ QJ ~ . 

afternoon the President gave ^ 

matters his own spin: It wasn’t ^ 

that voters were upset about what ^ 

his Administration had done; cjSsSy % 

rather, they were angry that they v 

didn’t feel more involved in the .. 
governmental process. ' 

Ah, yes. More face time with 

politicians—that’s what voters re- : - 

ally want! Once you get going in t 52=L\ rV 

this gently revisionist vein, as the \s pV 

Administration no doubt hopes ~yr— 

you will, it becomes clear that _ - 

there are many previously undis- ASMil i 

cemed reasons why this election 
was, in fact, a Democratic boon: 

• No incumbent Republican Gov- ^-=a«||gg 

emors, U.S. Senators or Represen- 
tatives were defeated. Scores of 
Democratic officeholders were 

dumped. Clearly the Democrats are more in tune with the nation’s 
mood of anti-incumbency. 

• Only 39% of voting-age Americans voted. Therefore it’s 
mathematically possible that 61% of voting-age Americans ac¬ 
tually approve of Administration policies. And don’t forget kids. 
• Exit polling showed that Democrats drew a plurality among 
elderly voters. As all Americans are growing older, this trend 
bodes well for the party. 

• Democrats can now refer to members of the g.o.p. as "Sonny 
Bono Republicans.” 

• Arthur Schlesinger Jr. has posited that the American political 
mood sometimes evolves in 3_0-year cycles, swinging from ac¬ 
tivism to conservatism and back again. But consider the elec¬ 
torate’s volatility during the past three years, from 1991, when 
George Bush’s approval ratings were at historic highs, to Bill 
Clinton’s election to the recent Republican landslide. Evidence 
indicates that we are operating under 30-week or possibly even 
30-day cycles. Thus the odds are virtually even that November 


Happy Days Are Here Again 


1996 will, hit an activist phase. A caveat: the Leap Year Day in 
February 1996 may invalidate these calculations. 

• Democrats also lost control of both houses of Congress in 
elections in 1946—and Harry Truman went on to defeat Tom 
Dewey two years later. A caveat: Republicans show no inclina¬ 
tion to nominate a presidential candidate with a mustache. 

• The new Congress will probably have 47 Democratic Sena¬ 
tors and 204 Democratic Representatives. Forty-seven plus 
204 is 251. Two plus 5 plus 1 is 8. Rumor has it that 8 is Dee Dee 
Myers’ lucky number. This too bodes well for 1996. 

• The results of Virginia’s Senate race indicate that the President 
will be insulated from political fallout should disgruntled state 

g troopers ever reveal that he got a 
5 back rub from Tai Collins. 

5 • Another time a Speaker of the 
o House was voted out of office 

= ' 33 

- g was in 1860, when William Pen- 

— - n nington lost his re-election bid; 

at the same time, however, a 
member of the same party, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, was elevated to the 
**. presidency. A caveat: Lincoln’s 

S " nickname wasn’t "Stick Abe.” 

• Ann Richards is now free to 
star in the next Linda Blood- 

HSPKHiiifc worth-Thomas sitcom. 

‘ • The elevation of the pumpkin- 

: ^ tike Newt Gingrich to national 

jjL prominence as Speaker of the 

House will distract late night co- 
- me ^ ans fr° m the President’s 

• The elevation of Alfonse D’Am- 
ato and Jim Leach to the chairmanships of the Senate and the 
House banking committees ensures that Whitewater hearings 
will bedevil the White House for the next two years. The good 
news: the exposure of the pathetic, somewhat shady attempts 
to get rich quick will help convince voters that the President and 
First Lady are normal Americans. 

• Losing the ability to shape the legislative process means Clin-. 
ton willhave more time to concentrate on the finer things in life, 
tike malting lots of sightseeing trips to New Hampshire. 

• The rise of a new Republican "Solid South” means future De¬ 
mocratic presidential candidates will no longer have to pretend 
to enjoy stock-car racing. There is a dilemma for Clinton, how¬ 
ever, in the fact that there is also no more political capital to be 
gained in eating prodigious amounts of cooter. 

• Despite the success of the "Contract with America,” the me¬ 
dia are unlikely to popularize the word Gingrichonomics. 

• The new lines in George Stephanopoulos’ face give him 
some g^avitas. ■ 
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IT WOULD be easier to call Venus Wil¬ 
liams a revolutionary if she didn’t come 
with a lawyer, an accountant, a stockbro¬ 
ker and an omnipresent tennis father. So 
just call her an incandescent talent, a bud¬ 
ding icon in cornrows who has the audac¬ 
ity to say, “I think I can change the 
game”—and might have the gifts to back 
those words up. 

Only 14, Williams already has an image 
as mysterious as Greta Garbo’s—largely 
because, until last week, her father, Rich¬ 


ard, hadn’t permitted her to play in public 
in three years. Further, Richard had re¬ 
peatedly insisted that he would never al¬ 
low his daughter to turn pro at such a 
young age as 14. Any parent who would, 
he said, “should be shot.” Well, Venus 
made her professional debut at a tour 
event in Oakland, Calif., last week and 
caused a sensation when she defeated the 
world’s 59th-ranked player, Shaun Staf¬ 
ford, in straight sets and then had second- 
ranked Arantxa Sanchez Vicario down a 


set and a service break before 
succumbing 2-6, 6-3, 6-0. 

Regrettably, Williams’s de¬ 
but was as disheartening as it 
was momentous. This, after 
all, was the girl who was sup¬ 
posed to be different, who 
would buck the trend and re¬ 
fuse to turn pro so early. In¬ 
stead, by playing in Oakland, 
Williams slipped in under the 
wire: Girls under 18 who turn 
pro after this year will be limit¬ 
ed to a handful of pro events. 
The rule is based on a recom¬ 
mendation by a Women’s Ten¬ 
nis Council-appointed panel, 
which found that the tour 
makes a variety of unhealthy 
demands on young girls. 

There is ample evidence for 
that conclusion, most notably 
the case of Jennifer Capriati, 
who recently completed a stint 
in a Miami Beach drug rehab 
center. No sooner had Wil¬ 
liams made her mark against 
Sanchez Vicario than Ca¬ 
priati, herself a onetime 14- 
year-old phenom, announced 
she would enter this week’s 
^Virginia Slims.of Philadelphia. 

It was to be her first tourna¬ 
ment since the 1993 U.S. 
Open. In short, Capriati is at¬ 
tempting a comeback at 18. 

Is Williams tough* enough to 
avoid flameout? Labeled a 
“Cinderella of the ghetto” by 
her father, she emerged from 
a public park in Compton, 
Calif., where, according to 
Richard, gang members 
guarded the grounds while 
Venus and her younger sister, 
Serena, who’s also being 
groomed for tennis greatness, 
practiced with dead balls on 
cracked courts. Shortly after 
Venus won the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia girls’ 12-and-under title 
at age 10, Richard moved the family to 
Florida so Venus and Serena could train, 
with Rick Macci, who immediately put 
the two girls on scholarship just as he had. 
former pupils Capriati and Mary Pierce. 

Venus’s tennis upbringing has been 
unique in one important aspect. Her fa¬ 
ther withdrew her from junior tennis in' 
1991 and, citing the toxic pressures of an 
overheated system, announced that she 
would not play any more junior tourna¬ 
ments. That decision was viewed with 
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Hoard galloped for 123 yards, the 
best performance by a Cleveland 
running back in seven years. 

into the game with a badly bruised right 
biceps, that’s exactly what Hoard did—21 
carries for 123 yards, both career highs, 
and two catches for 12 yards, one of 
which, early in the fourth quarter, went 
for the Browns’ only touchdown. “Tired? 
Yeah, I guess so,” he said afterward. “But 
it’s really no big deal. It’s just good for me 
to show people that, given the opportuni¬ 
ty, I’ll do the job.” 

The weather conditions were just right 
for a brawl in the trenches, which was fine 
with Patriot coach Bill Parcells. He has 
wanted to get a running game going all 
year but has had little success. On Sunday 
the hammer finally started to fall, as 248- 
pound Marion Butts (25 carries, 86 yards) 
banged away behind 230-pound fullback 
Kevin Turner. The Brown defense, which 
had been on the field for an average of 72 
snaps over the previous four games, came 
into this game heavy-legged, and the ab¬ 
sence of tackle Michael Dean Perry, who 
injured his shoulder against Denver, cut 
into the defensive line rotation. 

Cleveland clung to a 3-0 lead at the 
half, but its defense sealed the win in the 
last two quarters. The Browns mustered a 
goal line stand in the third period—the 
Pats had a first down at the five and 


wound up with a field goal—and then 
stopped New England on downs on the 
Pats’ next possession. Rypien then imme¬ 
diately took Cleveland on an SObyard 
drive that ended with Hoard’s touch¬ 
down. Just over three minutes later, after 
Brown cornerback Tim Jacobs picked off 
a Bledsoe pass at the New England 38, 
Matt Stover kicked a 41-yard field’ goal 
for a 13-3 Cleveland lead. 

“Typical Giants Stadium slugfest, 
right?” said outside linebacker. Carl 
Banks, one of two imports from the Giant 
defense that Belichick coached under 
Parcells in the late 1980s. And the win 
over the Pats did bear the imprint of Par- 
cells. Belichick learned one valuable les¬ 
son from his mentor: When you’ve got a 
hole to fill, you make your movq right 
away, whether it’s through the draft or 
free agency or the cut list, and you gear it 
to the people you’ll be facing. That ap¬ 
proach is the key to the Browns’ success 
this year. 

In June, Belichick brought in Banks, 
who had traveled from the Giants [to the 
Redskins, where he fell out of favor. “I 
came with a lot of heavy baggage,” Banks 
says. “Hopefully all that baggage is be¬ 
hind me now.” 

Says Belichick, “I knew I was going to 
be playing against more than half the 
quality tight ends in the league. So I fig¬ 
ured I’d better get Carl Banks. He can still 


jack up a tight end as well as any lineback¬ 
er in football. I didn’t want to be sitting 
here facing the Steelers twice a year, with 
Barry Foster running behind [tight end] 
Eric Green, and not be able to stop them. 
It’s like when [Parcells] stockpiled guards 
every season with the Giants. Hey, he had 
to face Jerome Brown of the Eagles twice 
a year. Who’s going to block him?” 

The Parcells theory of building 
strength in the middle hasn’t been ne¬ 
glected either. Belichick’s first three first- 
round draft choices were all down the 
pipe: safety Eric Turner, who intercepted 
two passes on Sunday and is having an 
All-Pro year; fullback Tommy Vardell, 
who was sidelined for the year with a knee 
injury in Game 5 but who certainly sup¬ 
plied the blocking muscle that was need¬ 
ed; and Everitt, one of.the league’s fine 
young centers. 

And to lead his defense, a year ago 
Belichick added middle linebacker Pep¬ 
per Johnson, another Giant who moved 
into New York coach Dan Reeves’s dog¬ 
house but who, says Belichick, “is having 
a better year than the one [1990] that got 
him into the Pro Bowl.” 

Are the Browns ready to mount a Super 
Bowl challenge? Check back after the 
next two weeks—they play both the Phila¬ 
delphia Eagles and the Kansas City Chiefs 
on the road. We could be looking at a Cin¬ 
derella, or just another pipe dream. ■ 
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In Phila. stop, Capriati 
is center of attention 

Martinez is favored to repeat as champ. But 
Davenport and Sabatini might bear watching. 
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By Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

The absolutely totally overwhelm- 
ingly dominating presence in this 

Hissiok aiffifeai BMadatoto tennis 

L - tournament is going to be Jennifer 
Capriati. 

Her first match against No. 6 seed 
Anke Huber, either tomorrow or 
Wednesday at the Convention Center, 
is going to be dissected, analyzed and 
scrutinized until we all wonder why 
the poor girl decided to play tennis 
again for the first time in 15 months. 

When it was announced that Ca¬ 
priati would make her comeback" . 
here last week, the tournament re- 

i , ceived requests for credentials from 
' journalists in Milan and Paris as well 
as from all over the United States. 

So this 2750,000 tournament is 
guaranteed one match that will 
make ESPN, CNN and the satellite 
feed worldwide. ? 

And then there’s the rest, of the 
tournament. And that’s not bad, ei¬ 
ther. 

Conchita Martinez, ranked No. 3 in 
the world and the defending cham¬ 
pion, is seeded first and favored to 
win again now that top-ranked Steffi 
_ .Graf pulled out Friday with her 
chronically sore back. Graf was able 
— to hit some serves and ground strokes 
out on the streets during the David 
Letterman show Friday, but she has 
chosen to stay in New York and re¬ 
ceive treatment in the hope that she 
, f , will be ready for the season-ending 

next 

week at Madison Square Garden. 

.. On the opposite side of the draw is 

No. Z seed Mary Pierce, the 19-year- 
old who grew up in the United State 
— and claims French citizenship, and 
A who, when she is playing well, has 
g-the mo st exciting game on the tour 
JflpLher power and emotion. 
fjjrTufT t is the Nos. 3 and 4 seeds who 
InhiigiiT bear special watching. 
"Ilhdsay Davenport hopes this is 
^the_beginning of a very special time 
rin her tennis game, Davenport, seed- 
peg. No. 3, is 18, out of high school, and 
fjOTWTOmnntted full time to the ten- 
fTffir f our. She has been working out 
iWth trainers in San Francisco on 
iher higgest flaw: conditioning. 
s Davenport is 6-foot-2, and she is, of 
-all things, a baseliner. Davenport 


will admit with charm"and a giggle; 
that this is unexpected, and she 
knows that, if she put her mind to it,.. 
and got in great"shape so she could, 
move quicker and get to the net and 
speed up her serve, she could be a I 
very special player. 

The thing is, Davenport' can be, 
excused for her slow physical devel- _ 
opment. She opted for high school, 
and graduation, parties and proms. 
Now she is a full-time, tennis player. _ 
“I want to get in better and better 
shape,” Davenport, said. “I want to 
begin to get a net game.” 

When asked if she was looking 
toward next year, Davenport an-" 
swered quickly: “Not next year. Now. 
I’m looking forward to doing well in 
Philadelphia, and this is the first 
time I’ve qualified for the JSiifittl. 
championship in New York, and I’m 
really excited about that and about. 
playing at the Garden.” 

If you’re looking for a rooting in¬ 
terest, perhaps you could choose Ga- S 
briela Sabatini, the No. 4 seed. Sabati¬ 
ni, 24, is perpetually optimistic, the 
player with the nicest smile and 
most sincere personality. She won 
the 1990 U.S. Open, and that was 
supposed to be the start of a. spar¬ 
kling Grand Slam career for the Ar¬ 
gentine. But Sabatini has never won 
another Grand Slam and, in fact, she 
hasn’t won a tournament, of any kind 
since the Italian Open in the spring 
of 1992. 

Sabatini said this hasn’t dulled her 
enjoyment of tennis or her confi¬ 
dence. She said she still expects to 
win every week. 

Also in the 32-woman draw. this_ 
week are locally trained Lisa Ray¬ 
mond of Wayne and Meilen Tu, a 16- 
year-old American who turned pro 
this fall after beating 14-year-old phe- 
nom Martina Hingis in the U.S, Open 
junior championship in September. 
Today’s schedule 

Seedings . In parentheses . 

Beginning at 9 a.m. 

Singles 

Joannette Kruger vs. Shaun Stafford^ Kimberly 
Po vs. Maria Alejandra Vento; Amanda Coetzer 
(8) vs. Meilen Tu. } 

Doubles 

Amy Frazier-Kimberly Po vs. Patjiy Fendick- 
Meredith McGrath (2); doubles, qualifying final 

Not before 7 p.m. 

Mary Pierce (2) vs, Tatiana. JqfpUevaT 1_IS£ 
Raymond vs. Sandra Cacic.;- = 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsT7edu/docs/ 
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Few pay attention as tennis teen 
[prevails for the first time as a pro 


aMeilen Tu, an ancient 16, ambushed Amanda 
ECoetzer at an all-But-empty Convention Center, 


; Bv Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

JM eilel1 Tu > wtL0 is years old, got 
Sier fir st victory as a professional 
p tennis player yesterday. 

^_Maybe 100 people watched Tu upset 
JlNo. 8 seed Amanda Coetzer, 6-1, 6-3, in 
iTChe fi rst round of the Virginia Slims 
fe pf Philadelphia . tournament at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center. 
fe^This was not like the recent profes¬ 
sional debuts of two 14-year-olds, 
IgMartina Hingis and Venus Williams, 
^when the whole world watched and 
^wond ered: Can they hack it despite 
. the kinds of pressures and problems 
TTthat caused Jennifer Capriati so 
Smuch trouble? 

- Tu , at 16 already, is hardly worthy 
of notice. She is tiny and seems frag¬ 


ile, except when she hits the ball, 
and then there is nothing fragile 
about her. 

In an empty expanse of tennis 
court and seats without people in 
them, you could hear the slam of her 
racket against the ball and you al¬ 
most had to plug your ears, the noise 
was so sharp. 

In- 1 hour, 8 minutes, Tu made 
Coetzer — the South African whio is 
23, ranked No, 16 in the world and 
needed to do well here in order to 
save herself a spot in next week’s 
season-ending Virginia Slims Cham¬ 
pionship in New York — look slow 
and old and clumsy. 

Tu’s forehand, a big, sweeping 
stroke, had Coetzer baffled and mov¬ 
ing until Tu left herself enough open 


court to hit a winner. And Tu’s back¬ 
hand was deceptive, a low shot that 
had Coetzer lunging and leaving the 
returns short. Tu even won some 
easy points off a serve that wasn’t 
very hard but was well-placed. 

Tu is a grunter and a giggler. She 
said after the match that she was 
nervous and wanted to get off to a 
good start. The good start was win¬ 
ning the first set in 21 minutes. 

Tu made her professional - debut 
last week in Oakland, where she lost 
to Meredith McGrath, 6-3, 6-4, in. the 
first round. Turning pro, she said, 
was not a wrenching decision to 
abandon the chance for a normal 
teenage life and play tennis all over 
the world for money. 

“I’d been_ considering this pretty 
much the whole summer,” she said. 
“Everybody is so focused on all the 
bad things that happen and doesn’t 
talk about all the top-10 players who 
See TENNIS on D5 
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[turn ed pro when they were 14 and 
ggtMng bad happens.” 

ETmakes her happy, Tu said, that 
Capr iati is playing pro tennis again, 
jpld what happened to Capriati — the 
juntas and pressures that caused 
her to take 15 months off — doesn't 
fSLor ry Tu at all. 

fgAlready, Tu is involved in inde- 
plftdent study. During her sopho¬ 
more, year in high school in North- 
JStT California, her teachers didn’t 
^approve of her extensive traveling to 
Compete on the junior circuit. Now 
Jibe is a senior and happy with her 
fhca demic progress and tennis prog¬ 
ress 

PfeA nd she doesn’t mind being ig- 
r nored. 

£ Tt doesn’t matter to me,” she said. 
“It’s not something I look for. I just 
: come out and play, and whoever is 
, .there, fine.” 

Then Tu walked away from the 
microphone and giggled as she took 
her rackets and left with her mother. 


Notes. One other seed played yester¬ 
day. Second-seeded Mary Pierce won 
the first set in 18 minutes against 
Tatiana Ignatieva of Belarus last 
night and won the match, 6-0, 6-1, in 
46 minutes, ..; Lisa Raymond of 
Wayne, Pa., who played in the second 
night match in front of a partisan 
crowd, was down by 5-0 in the first 
•set .... led by 4-0 in the third set ... 
got tied at 5-5 in the third set... and 
finally beat 20-year-old Sandra Cacic, 
2-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5. If Jennifer Capriati 
were to upset No, 6 seed Anke Huber 
tomorrow night, Raymond would 
play Capriati in the second round.... 
Tonight’s featured match will pit 
No. 4 seed Gabriela Sabatinf against 
Jana Nejedly, a qualifier from Can¬ 
ada,, who is ranked No. 141 in the 
world. 

The results 

Seedings in parentheses: 

SINGLES 
First round 

Joannefte Kruger, South Africa* d»f. Shaun 


Stafford, Gainesville, Fla., "6-3, 6-3; Kimberly Po, 
Rolling Hills, Calif., def. Maria Alexandra Vento, 
Venezuela. 6-4, 1-6, 7-5; Meilen Tu, Northridge, 
Calif., def. Amanda Coetzer (8), South Africa; 
Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Tatiana Ignatieva, 
Belarus, 6-0,. 6-1; Lisa Raymond, Wayne, Pa., 
def. Sandra Cacic, Bradenton, Fla.,'2-6, 7-6 (8- 
6), 7-5. —. - 

DOUBLES 
First round 

Patty Fendick-Meredith McGrath (2) def, Amy 
Frazier-Kimberiy Po, 6-1, 6-3. 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 9 a.m . 

Patty Fe'ndick, Tahoe Village, Nev., vs. Marianne 
Werdel, San Diego, followed by Lori McNeil, 
Houston, vs. Erika de Lone, Lincoln, Mass.; 
Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La., vs. Amy Frazier 
(7), Rochester Hilts, Mich.; Natalia Zvereva '(6), 
Belarus, vs. Meredith. McGrath, Midland, Mich.; 
Linda Harvey-Wild, Hawthorne Woods,. III., vs. 
Julie Halard, France; Katarina Maleeva, Bulgar¬ 
ia, and Robin White, Del Mar, Calif., vs. Conchita 
Martinez, Spain, and Patricia Tarabini, Argen¬ 
tina; and Halard and Nathalie Tauziat, France, 
vs. Amanda Coetzer, South Africa^ and Debbie 
Graham, Fountain Valley, Calif. 

Not before 7 p.m. . . _ 

Gabriela Sabatini (4),.Argentina, vs. Jana Nejed¬ 
ly, Canada, followed.by Lindsey Davenport, 
Murrieta, Calif., and Lis_a Raymond, Wayne, Pa, 
.(4), vs. Vicky. Paynter, Canada, and Karine 
Quentrec, Frahce. - ■ ■ 


k 


Putin {con h n odcli) 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer / GERALD S, WILLIAMS. 


T:isa Raymond stretches to make a return against Sandra Oacic in an opening-round match. Raymond 
^dropped the first set, then eked out a victory after squandering a 4-0 lead in the third and deciding set. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Media spotlight is on Capriati 
as she gets ready for her return 

She won’t feed the frenzy created by tabloid TV or any other sources. 


By Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

No questions about anything but 
tennis, Jennifer Capriati says. No 
chatting about life, especially the re¬ 
cent past. Or the near future. 

' But Capriati is coming back to play 
tennis — tomorrow night at 7 against 
No. 6 seed Anke Huber in thfi 
ginia Slims of Philadelphia tourna- 
, ment at the Pennsylvania' ;r Conven- 
Ipxm Center — and this is what she 
' will have to, face: 

More than 250 media organizations. 
Uxpm all over the world have re¬ 
quested credentials, 
l: .For a time yesterday, a television 
show called American Journal, 
i which airs locally on Channel 10, 
7was promoting tomorrow’s.edition, 

: which.will start at the same time 
- Capriati hits' her first tennis ball in 
"public since September 1993 and 
“which waS supposed to include 
videotape of Capriati smoking and 
./drinking at a Halloween party two 
sweeks ago. 

^-‘Shot over a week’s time in Palm 
SSprings,” ah American Journal state- 
iment says, “the exclusive video 
/"shows Capriati in training on the 
tennis courts and relaxing by play- 
ring" pool. It also shows her preparing 
rfpr a Halloween party and smoking 
fand drinking.” 

: ” That was early last night. Later in 
-the evening, a spokesperson for the 
f^hoW" said that perhaps the promo 
■' hadn’t been quite accurate. 

“It will be a very upbeat piece of 
^Jennifer at practice,” Sheri Goldberg 
Fsaid. “Our lawyers say there will be 
[ no video of a Halloween party after 
all.” - 


This will be her life for a while if 
Capriati returns to professional ten¬ 
nis full time tabloid TV shows 
rushing to promo videp that may not 
exist or may have been obtained ille¬ 
gally. 

Capriati’s agent, Barbara Perry, 
the Slims of Philadelphia tourna¬ 
ment director, said she"didn’t know 
about the video and had no comment 
on it last .night, 

Capriati, 18, was at the Convention 
Center to practice yesterday, going 
through two sessions, one before 
lunch, one after. She hit with Jose 
Higueras, a thin, serious man who 
has coached many men’s stars, in¬ 
cluding Jim Courier. Higueras is not 
Capriati’s coach, he is quick to say. 
He is, right now, a practice partner 
and her only traveling companion 
for this tournament. 

Capriati has said she will not an¬ 
swer questions this week about her 
time away from the tour — she - was 
arrested on shoplifting charges once 
and drug possession charges once — 
or about what brought back her de¬ 
sire to play the game that made her a 
multimillionaire before she turned 
14 and then made her so unhappy 
that she quit. 

For the four weeks before this one, 
Higueras was in the California de¬ 
sert, 'hitting tennis balls with Ca¬ 
priati. * 

“She’s hitting the ball hard,” Hi¬ 
gueras said. “She’s having fui* That’s 
all we want right now. We want 
Jennifer to be having fun.Tt doesn’t 
matter if she.wins or loses. It just 
matters that she goes out and enjoys 
herself,” 

“Enjoys herself.” Higueras said 
that four or fi^ times during a 15- 


minute conversation. That is the 
wish most,people have for her, too. 
Because for the last year or so that 
she played on the circuit, during her 
1993 season, which ended with tears. 
and a first-round loss to Leila Meskhi 
at the U.S. Open, she clearly didn’t 
enjoy herself. ■ 

Joel Fish, director of the Center 
lor Sports Psychology in Philadel¬ 
phia, says Capriati’s comeback will 
be successul if she is making it for 
the right reasons. 

“How does she find-success?” Fish 
said. “If she has a very narrow defini¬ 
tion of success, being No. 1, she is 
setting herself up for the same disap¬ 
pointments. If she defines success in 
smaller ways, involving effort and 
improvement, Jennifer stands a bet¬ 
ter chance of moving in the right 
direction.” 

Higueras said yesterday that the 
Philadelphia tournament will be a 
te’st for Capriati. She wants to see not 
just what shape her game is in, but 
klso how she will feel about playing 
In front of people, about dealing with 
the media and the attention and the 
microscopic scrutiny that every¬ 
thing she does will be under. 

After Capriati’s practice yesterday, 
she told a reporter that “I’m not even 
thinking about winning or losing. 
Who the opponent is doesn’t really 
matter. I just want to have fun out 
there. After this tournament and 
next year, I don’t know. I’m just go¬ 
ing to take things day by day.” ‘ 

How she deals with real live com¬ 
petition, with the lights and cameras, 
with the videos of her at a teenagers’ 
Halloween party, 'that is what this 
"first small step is about. 


WTA money leaders 

! Through Sunday. I 

1. A. Sanchez Vicario .. $2,146,665 

2. Steffi Graf. 1,461,980 

3. Conchita Martinez ... 1,077,092 

- 4. Jana Novotna,. $817,119- 

: 5. Natalia Zvereva . $734,342 . 

6. Gigi Fernandez.-$621,650 

: 7. Martina Navratilova .. $619,582 

8. Mary Pierce ... $548,114 

9. Gabriela Sabatini _ $429,470 . 

10. Lindsay Davenport"... $423,120 

11. Meredith McGrath ... $353,617 

12. Larisa Neiiand. $341,512 

13. Lori McNeil . $332,046 

14. Magdalena Maleeva .. $324,347 

15. Kimiko Date . $323,904 

16. Amanda Coetzer _ $317,466 

17. Juiie Halard. $304,273 

18. Iva Majoli....$282,152 . 

19. Anke Huber . $275,731 

20. Helena Sukova.$274,230 

21. Sabine Hack. $272,296 

22. Brenda Schultz. $261,846 

23. Amy Frazier. 1.. $234,317 

24. Patty Fendick..'. $232,229 

25. Zina Garrison Jackson $225,183 

26. Nathalie Tauziat _ $214,573 

27. Manon Bollegraf. $212,271 

28. Ann Grossman . $208,092 

29. G. Helgeson Nielsen . $200;058 

30. Pam Shriver . $197,432 

31. Lisa Raymond. $193,503 

32. Mary Joe Fernandez . $193,411 

33. Katerina Maleeva_ $193,338 

34. Ines Gorrochategui ... $186,971 

35. Leila Meskhi .. $181,086 

36. Sabine Appelmans ... $172,329 

37. Natalia Medvedeva .. $169,799 

38. Kristie Boogert . $167,770 

39. Chanda Rubin. $166,232 

40. Shaun Stafford. $165,971 

41. Sandra Cecchini__ $155,655 

42. Kristine Radford. $155,650 

43. Judith Wiesner . $153,550 

44. Irina Sp'triea. $151,217 

45. Linda Harvey-Wild ... $142,337 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwl0000 
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Capriati steps, warily, 
onto the court again 


By Diane Pucin pria 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER p r j a 

She wore an army fatigue jacket the 
and a bright pink baseball cap pulled othe 
down low over her eyes. This much T1 
seemed clear: Jennifer Capriati is bad 
not a sweet, giggly little girl any- nife 
more. Arne 

Capriati practiced yesterday at the pie 
Pennsylvania Convention Center, a thei 
sort of made-for-TV per¬ 
formance. Cameras qUa InrtLc 

were allowed, video one IOQns 

and still. Pictures could sleeker, 

be taken, but no words ^i|.L AI , rt L si*-, 
would be spoken. Ca- altnOUgrl II S 

priati wouldn’t talk, hflrd to t6ll 
This w^s her first tenta- , , ■ 

tive step back into the UIlClGr tH6 

spotlight, and Capriati ' baseball CaD 
was only going to hit a ** 

tennis ball. That’s all. dlld baggy 
For 45 minutes Ca- HnifiAC 

priati worked out, hit- WUUIC5. 

ting with Jose Higueras 
on a synthetic court put down in a littL 
big hall under the gorgeous wooden mor 
and glass ceilings* of the Reading tent 
Terminal. On the next court, Con- C0U] 
chita Martinez and Gigi Fernandez n 0> , 
were hitting. Capriati walked in and mat 
said “Hi” to Martinez and Fernandez. ^ 
The three gathered in a circle and was 
whispere'd for a moment. - ... 

Capriati smiled, then took off her f~ 
fatigue jacket and took the rackets . r< 
out of her bag. P na 

A teenage boy sitting with two stro 
friends at an umbrella table next to siie 
the practice coiiT^ pointed to Ca- 

^cumief^ts.ucsf.adii/dnn^/tkwIQQQfl 


priati and said, “That’s Jennifer Ca¬ 
priati. She used to be ranked No. 6 in 
the world, you know.” One of the 
other boys said, “Oh.” 

This is it. The start of the come¬ 
back after 15 months off. Once, Jen¬ 
nifer Capriati was the next great 
American tennis hope. The star. Peo¬ 
ple paid her lots of money to use 
their skin lotion and their sports 
drinks and their shoes 
5 and socks and shirts. 

* Then she was 13, a kid 

who made it to semifi- 
if 7 c nals tournaments 

II S without thinking about 

ell 11 

Now Capriati is 18. 

S - ^Most of the endorse- 

03 D ments are gone. So is 

” her tennis ranking, 

£y evaporated during 15 

months of life off the 
tour, life that ihcluded 
many traumas and very 
little tennis until the last two 
months. Now Capriati is taking a 
tentative step back to the tennis 
courts. She will play Anke Huber, the 
No. 6 seed, in a most anticipated 
match tonight. 

Her 45-minute practice yesterday 
was a slow progression of Capriati 
hitting easily from the baseline to a 
hard test of volleying to finally Ca¬ 
priati hitting the blasting ground- 
strokes that so startled people when 
she was a 14-year-old French Open 
See TENOlS on D5 * 
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.Capriati steps back onto the court 
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ggcsemifinalist. 

There was an occasional smile 
.—.-from Capriati during the workout. 
7='After nearly eveiy shot, Capriati 
-—would walk back to the baseline and 
ij^Ctug her baseball cap down lower 
over her forehead. She seemed to be 
^retrying to stay anonymous. And then 
they let the. photographers in. 

- -^Fifteen or so lined.up on the side of 

the court. Capriati walked to the net, 

- whispered to Higueras and smiled. 
1 She tugged the cap down again and 

went back to hitting. 

--It is hard to tell from one 45-minute 

session what shape Capriati is in. She 
wore a baggy T-shirt over purple 
----- - shorts. In December, when she was 
T arrested in a Miami hotel room on 
——drug-possession charges, pictures 
showed a heavy, tired-looking girl. 
-Yesterday, Capriati looked sleeker. 

Capriati has come to Philadelphia 
without her parents, and it is hard to 
remember if that ever happened be¬ 
fore. Higueras, who has been hitting 
_ .with Capriati for about a month, said 
—- he thought that was a positive thing, 
. — to see Jennifer out on her own. 

Her father, Stefano, was always 
standing guard, it seemed, around 
the practice court, in the interview 
___ room. Capriati went through a 
chorus line of coaches who could 
never perform the locksteps Stefano 
wanted. 

Yesterday morning, another 18- 
7 year-old, Chanda Rubin, upset No. 7 
seed Amy Frazier, 6-1, 6-1. Rubin 
__ ^turn ed pro when she was 15 and 
started out playing a limited sched- 
ule of professional events. 

~ .She traveled mostly with a coach, 
*7 seldom with her parents. “My tennis 

- was.mot a family project,” Rubin said. 

Rubin graduated from high school, 
real high school with classmates and 
; teachers and regular attendance re¬ 
quired. Now she is an enthusiastic 
tennis player, happy to be making 
gradual improvement, locking for¬ 
ward to winning her first tourna¬ 
ment, maybe soon, not frustrated or 
sullen, well-spoken, thoughtful. 



Capriati will play her first match .. 
in 15 months this evening 
against Anke Huber. 

Rubin welcomed Capriati hack. All 
the players have. Lisa Raymond said 
it was good “to have Jen’s smiling 
face back around the locker room,” 
and Mary Pierce said Cipriati “seems 
happy and healthy, and we’re all 
happy to see her.” 

It can be a good life* the life of a 
young tennis pro. That Is what Rubin 
believes. Rubin also said she didn’t 
mind not having Capriati’s obvious 
talent and sudden, dramatic results. 
The hype put pressure- on Capriati, 
Rubin said, but then she also said 
something else. - 

“Jennifer hasn’t had a bad life,” 
Rubin said. “She’s made enough 
money she can pretty much do what¬ 
ever she wants. And she’s only 18.” 

Listening to Rubin, you could al¬ 
most think it’s easy to have a good 
life as « little-girl tennis pro. 

Then," watching Capriati scurry 
away, a protector in front of her, a 
protector in back of her, brushing ; 


past some autograph-seekers, looking 
at her face with that baseball cap 
hiding her eyes, you know it’s not so 
easy. 

Notes. Frazier was the only seed to 
lose yesterday. Natalia Zvereva, seed¬ 
ed No. 5, had a routine, 6-4, 6-3 first- 
round win over Meredith McGrath, 
and No. 4 seed Gabriela Sabatini beat 
Jana Nejedly, 6-4, 6-1. In today’s 
morning session, defending cham¬ 
pion and No. 1 seed Conchita Marti¬ 
nez gets her first test, against Natha¬ 
lie Tauziat. 

The results 

SINGLES 

Seedings in parentheses 
First round: Patty Fendick, Tahoe "Village, Nev., 
def. Marianne Werdel, San Diego, 6-2, 6-4. Erika 
de Lone, Lincoln, Mass., deb Mercedes. P.az, " 
Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. Chanda Rubin, Lafayette,. 
La., def. Amy Frazier (7), Rochester Hills,.Mich., 
6-1, 6-1; Natalia.Zvereva (5), Belarus, def. Mer¬ 
edith McGrath, Midland, Mich., 6-4, 6-3; Julie 
Halard, France, def. Linda Harvey-Wild, Haw- . 
thorn Woods, III., 6-2, 3-6, 6-3; Gabriela Sabatini ' 
(4), Argentina, def. Jana Nejedly, Canada, 6-4, 
6 - 1 . 

DOUBLES 

Conchita Martlnez-Patricia Tarabini def. Katar¬ 
ina Maleeva-Robfn White, 6-4, 6-0; Amanda 
Coetzer-Debbie Graham def. Julie Haiard-Nath- 
alie Tauziat 6-4, 7-6 (7-4); Lindsay Davenport- 
Lisa Raymond (4) def. Vicky Paynter-Karine 
Quentrec, 6-4, 6-4. 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 9 a.m. - 

Jill Hetherington-Shaun'Stafford vs,Lori McNeil- 
Rennae Stubbs; Erika de Lone vs. Chanda'' 
Rubin; Brenda Schultz vs. Pam Shriver; Coh- 
chita Martinez (1) vs. Nathalie Tauziat; Tarn! 
Whitlinger-Jones vs. Lindsay Davenport (3); Ka- 
. terina Maleeva vs. Zina - Garrison-Jacksc.n; Mari¬ 
anne Werdel-Tami Whitlinger-Jones vs. Gabriela 
Sabatini-Brenda Schultz. 

Not before 7'p.rti. 

Anke Huber (6) vs. Jennifer Capriati; Gigi Fer¬ 
nandez-Nataita‘Zvereva (1) vs. Manon Boilegraf- 
Zina Garrison-Jackson. 


"Source: hTtps://wwwjndusfrydo^ 
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Comeback win 
for the Sixers 

Heroics in last 7 seconds lead to 
first victory under Lucas. Sports. 

Thursday, November 10,1994 


Comeback loss 
for Capriati 

Philadelphia match ends her 
IS-month hiatus. Sports. 
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The German player was 
too much for her. But the 
Floridian showed that 
her talents are still there. 


By Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

.'The process of discovery was tenta¬ 
tive at first. Like a baby discovering 
lier fingers and toes, Jennifer Ca¬ 
priati slowly found the rhythm of 
tennis last night at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center. 

It’s the. rhythm of running and 
swinging and catching the racket on 
the ball at just that perfect moment 
so Jhe ball hits, thwack , and the 
strings twang as if they were in an 
echo chamber. 

IPs discovering the running fore¬ 
hand. Capriati found that when she 
had to sprint to the net to retrieve a 
jdrpp shot. When Capriati hit a win- 
i tier off this sprint, she looked at her 
racket as if to say, “Wow.” When 
Capriati hit her first service-return 
winner, she patted her leg and 
looked surprised. 

These were new things to Jennifer 
i Capriati, shots that hadn’t been hit 
in 15 months, not under lights and 
with four sets of stands surrounding 
the tennis court, not with breaths of 
anticipation for every shot, whis¬ 
tling and cheering at every winner 
she hit. 




The Philadelphia Inquirer / JERRY LODRIGUSS 


Jennifer Capriati leans into a backhand against Anke Huber. In her first competitive match in 15 months, Capriati lost by 6-4, 3-6, 6-1. 


There weren’t enough winners for 
Capriati in her first-round match at 
the Virginia Slims of Philadelphia 
tournament, but this was not a sur¬ 
prise. 

Anke Huber, a 19-year-old from 
Germany w,ho is ranked No. 13 in the 
world and seeded No. 6 here, was a 


comfortable and aggressive player 
even if the tournament director is 
Capriati’s agent and every fan was 
rooting against her. 

Huber beat Capriati, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, in 
1 hour, 29 minutes. 

Afterward, Capriati, squinted into a 
bank of TV lights and said: “It’s great 


to be back. It’s great to be playing opt 
there again, and that’s really what I 
want to talk about, my tennis.” 

This was Capriati’s way of asking, 
pleading almost, not be to asked 
about the last 15 months, her break 
with the game that made her a mil¬ 
lionaire at 13. To please not ask about 


the arrests for shoplifting and drug 
possession, and the period of wear¬ 
ing black clothes and black nail pol¬ 
ish. \ 

This match ended a 15-month hia¬ 
tus from competitive tennis for Ca¬ 
priati, and more than 250 people had 

See TENNIS on D6 M A* 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Capriati, beginning comeback, 
r loses gamely to No. 6 seed Huber 


TENNIS from D1 

asked for media credentials, to see if 
Capriati was in shape, was happy, 
was l' healthy. Of course, all these 
questions couldn’t be answered. 

-„ ^p'u could tell about the tennis, 
though. She had stretches of bril- 
Miaijqe, especially in the second set, 
Capriati won the first four 
- gapes, won them fast and won by 
punching Huber in the gut with her 
jlFT grWnd strokes. 
r Y©U could hear the air swoosh on 
the^forehands and backhands that 
IE~ - Capriati hit. Huber was grunting 
~ ' wfreii Capriati’s heavy balls hit her 
ju_racket. 

Sit Huber is a fit and match-tough 

— placer, and in the third set Huber 
_ wasrfrisky and Capriati fatigued. 
=srr-= Cf I- got tired,” Capriati said. “I’m not 

. useid to running like that. I’m not in 
tip-jtop shape.” 

; •, Capriati was introduced first, and 

_thecwait must have been nerve-rack- 

r^~ ing^he match, scheduled to start at 

— 7 p. th didn’t begin until 8:45 because 
a djy-session doubles match took 2:15' 

h- ahd/ldragged past dinner and into 

~ nightcap time. 

{^Capriati was nervous about her 
_— reception — people had flown in from 
Parp and Milan and London to see her 
play'— she shouldn’t have been. 

= r . Sh£ is 18 years old and this crowd 
wa0ager to be warm, to forgive this 
kidMier mistakes, the mistakes that 
- r ^. followed a career of sudden, spectac- 
ulaiL success - as a 14-year-old and a 
^ - su lldh, spectacular first-round loss at 
theJJ.5. Opep in 1993, the last match 

— - Capriati played. > 

Until last night. 


Last night there were truly no ex¬ 
pectations for Capriati for the first 
time in her career. There were 
hopes, surely. This crowd was fer¬ 
vently in favor of Capriati. 

Each winner she hit was greeted 
with hoots and whistles and loud 
applause and every mis-hit by Ca¬ 
priati or winner by Huber drew 
groans and sighs. 

Capriati’s discovery process was 
slow to build. There was a quick 
service break in the first game for 
Capriati, but she gave that right back 
to Huber in the second game. 

Huber won the 34-minute first set 
by breaking Capriati in the 10th 
game the way she had stayed in con¬ 
trol most of the set, by running Ca¬ 
priati around cruelly almost, testing 
Capriati’s endurance. The final point 
of the set was Capriati lunging at a 
forehand that she couldn’t hit prop¬ 
erly. 

Never in the set did Capriati’s face 
change expression. She was mad, 
though. She went into the second set 
hitting furiously and well. It was the 
old Capriati, fast and powerful and if 
it didn’t last into the third set it must 
still have been a good sign for Ca¬ 
priati, a sign for her to keep up this 
comeback. 

Capriati felt that way. She said she 
hopes to play in Australia in January 
when the new season starts. 

When the match ended, there was 
more applause, a reverent standing 
ovation, and Capriati spent two min¬ 
utes signing autographs. She smiled 
walking off the court as she l^ad 
walking on. n 

The first time Capriati played pro 


tennis, as a 13-year-old filled with 
giggles and optimism, she got to the 
finals of the tournament, a stunning 
thing, a thing that made expectation 
perhaps unfullfillable. 

And now Capriati is back after 15 
months. She has learned something, 
Capriati said. 

“What have I learned? Well, umm, 

I really love this game. It doesn’t 
matter to me whether I win or lose. I 
just want to come out and compete 
again. I’ve experienced a lot and got 
wiser about what makes me happy. I 
learned a lot about myself.” 

The results 

SINGLES 

Seeds in parentheses 

First round: Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, def. 
Pam Shriver, Baltimore, 6-4, 6-0, Lindsay Dav- ; 
enport (3), Murrieta, Calif., def. Tami Whitiinger- 
Jones, Neenah, Wis., 7-5, 6-3. Nathalie Tauzjat, 
France, def. Conchita Martinez (1), Spain, 6-4,' 
6-4. Katerina Maleeva, Bulgaria, def. Zina Garri- 
son-Jackson, Houston, 6-4, 7-5. Anke Huber (6), 
Germany, def. Jennifer Capriati, Wesley Chapel, 
Fla., 6-4, 3-6, 3-0. 

Second round: Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La., 
def. Erika de Lone, Lincoln, Mass., 6-2, 6-2. 

DOUBLES 

First round: Lea Ghirardi-Nino LouarsabishvilL 
def. Jill Hetherington-Shaun Stafford 6-3, 6-2., 
Gabriela Sabatini-Brenda Schultz def. Marianne 
Werdel-Tami Whitlinger-Jones.7-6, {7-3), 2-6,7-* 
6, (7-5). Gig! Fernandez-Natalia Zvereva (1) def., 
Manon Bollegraf-Zina Garrison-Jackson 6-2, 6-r 
2 . 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 9 a.m. 

Nathalie Tauziat vs. Kimberly Po; Patty Fendick 
vs. Mary Pierce (2); Brenda Schultz vs. Lindsay 
Davenport (3); Gabriela Sabatini £4) vs. Joan- 
ette Kruger: Meilen Tu vs. Katerina Maleeva; 
Patty Fendick-Meredith McGrath (2) vs, . Ga¬ 
briela Sabatini-Brenda Schultz; Natalia Zvereva 
(5) vs. Julie Halard. 

Not before 7 p.m. 

Lisa Raymond vs. Anke Huber (6); Jennifer 
Capriati-Mercedes Paz vs. Pam Shriver-Eltza- 
beth Smylie (3). 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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top seed 




fiot ichita Martinez was 
also the defending 
cSa mpion. She’s now just 
Spectator. 




By Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

been a bad year, Nathalie 
Tauziat said, a year with too many 
and second-round losses to un¬ 
rated players. It has been a year 
Thaf’s lasted too long. It has been a 
Er year Tauziat will be happy to see end. 

. VStfid then what does Tauziat do 
Si y^Terday but go out and upset Con- 
—eljirta Martinez, the No. 1 seed and 
(defending champion of the Yir_Ri.nl 


Slims of Philadelphia. 6-4. . 

_This was not now iviartinez wanted 
;T~ to defend her championship, losing 
Sr an Uninspired match in the middle 
PPV oTthe afternoon. Martinez, winner of 
Wimbledon this year and ranked 
NO>5 in the world, had spoken last 
we<|k of being eager to play here and 
"Tier elegant game back on track. 
, Since beating Martina Navratilova 
inlMe three-set Wimbledon final that 
was-jhe best women’s tennis match 
tfiisyear, Martinez has won only one 
toSfnament. And since losing to 
Ginger Helgeson in the third round 
off,the U.S. Open, Martinez hadn’t 
gotten past the quarterfinals of her 
lag: three tournaments. 

■’"|ow, her last four tournaments, 
irl'haven’t been playing well,” Mar- 
tij£ez said. When she was asked why 
not)'-' the 22-year-old from Spain 
shrugged and said, “I wish I knew.” 
^Tauziat, who is 27 years old and 



Ll 



fer— faulted No. 39 in the world, didn’t do 
= anything very special yesterday ex- 
ceptykeep the ball in play. 
5=““™She came to the net occasionally, 
— — though not as often as she might 
' iTafU wished. Tauziat said she was 
cautious in her approach, especially 

ft-after’ having watched Martinez de- 

“ stray Navratilova with an unbeat¬ 
able backhand passing shot. But that 
wasTat Wimbledon, and Martinez 


THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 



Associated Press / NANiNE HARTZENBUSCH 


Conchita Martinez appears to be wondering what was going wrong ; 
during her 6-4, 6-4 loss to Nathalie Tauziat at the Convention Center. 


hasn’t played so well since July. 

Martinez said she hit the ball 
“quite good” yesterday, and she was 
clearly disappointed to have lost. 

The only tournament left for her is 
th e. Virginia Slims C hampionships in 
New York last week, the season-end- 
er for the top 16 players. 

“I need to get going,” Martinez 
said. “I wanted to play my best here. I 
also need matches to get my confi¬ 
dence up.” 

This is the last tournament of the 
year for Tauziat. She said she had 
planned a long break, one that would 
include skipping the Australian 


Open. But she was happy to postpone 
that break for a match or two. 

“It’s my last tournament of the 
year,” Tauziat said. “I have nothing 
to lose here. All I have to do is play 
my best match. When I play my best 
game, I can beat anyone.” 

Notes. No. 3 Lindsay Davenport 
fared better than Martinez. Daven¬ 
port, 18, beat Tami Whitlinger-Jones, 
7-5, 6-3, in her first-round match. 

The first player to advance to the 
third round was another 18-year-old, 
Chanda Rubin. Rubin had an impres¬ 
sive 6-2, 6-2 win over Erika de Lone. 



Source: https://www.industrydocum 9 nts.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 


2042835748 








V 

6KQC8Z1703 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 









j ' 1 

^Fri day, N ovemher 111, 1994 



Sabatini in finale 
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COMPILED BY THE INQUIRER STAFF 

Martina Navratilova will begin the 
last tournament of her professional 
tennis career next week in New 
York, and yesterday she drew Ga- 
briela Sabatini as her first-round op¬ 
ponent. 

Navratilova is seeded sixth in the 
$3.5 million Virginia Slims Champ i¬ 
onshi p, which runs from Monday to 
Tfo\T 20. 

Navratilova, 38, has won 167 sin¬ 
gles titles — among them 18 Grand 
Slams — and earned more than $20.5 
million since turning pro in 1973. 

She will retire after the tourna¬ 
ment, the final stop on the women’s 
tour this season. 

Sabatini, who reached the quarter- 
finals in the YireMa .SliXUS tourna-1 
X in Philadelphia yesterday, said j 
v Nas looki ng forward to playing/ 1 
atilova. • 


j 


¥ 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer / J^ 1 LODRIQUS| 

Gabriela Sabatini reaches for a shot in a doubles match. Sabatini won in both singles and doubles yesterday at the Pennsylvaniatnvenfioij 
Center. She beat Joanette Kruger, 6-4, 6-0, and she and Brenda Schultz beat Patty Fendick and Meredith McGrath, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 j 

Schultz bashes Davenport in Sling 


Power was the order of the day. Brenda Schultz and 
Lindsay Davenport, both 6-foot-2, demonstrated. 


4 By Diane Pucin 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

4 Now, this is just a tennis tourna¬ 
ment, not a tabloid TV event. Jenni- 


da Schultz and Lindsay Davenport, so 
of course there were lots of booms 
and bangs and pows. 

This wasn’t ladylike tennis, espe- 


ler Capriati lost, and the Virginia cially not from Schultz, who served 
has become 11 aces, many at more than 100 m.p.h. 
about iorenands ana backhands, She knocked Davenport, the No. 3 
Serves and volleys, upsets and new seed, right off the court and out of 
fgces and even next week. the tournament , 2-6, 6-2 , <5-4. 

4There was a match yesterday be- Davenport, 18, with sturdy legs and 
tween two 6-foot-2 women. There is big arms, was squinting to see the 
nobody taller on the tour than Bren- machine at the end of the court that 


registered the speed of Schultz’s 
serves. Davenport said she was 
checking because her wrist was 
hurting every time she tried to re¬ 
ceive those serves. Davenport dem¬ 
onstrated. She made her wrist snap 
back as if it were a matchstick. 

The new face, fragile-looking Mei- 
len Tu, the 16-year-old playing in her 
second professional tournament, 
won her second match just as she 
had her first one, roping in Katerina 
Maleeva with a forehand that 
cracked like a whip. 

This skinny teenager has nuclear 
power, and it’s not exactly clear how 
yet.:But Maleeva, who is 25 years old 


Source: https://www.industrydocumePts.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 


and ranked No. 36 in) world, lo* 
and had little fight ■ by the e: jj 
when Tu was finishitff her 6-4,.. j 
win. On' Tu’s last c(P of grou' 
strokes, Maleeva baj moved, $ j 
haps tired of trying^ failing 
Tu is a wide-eyecp eager/ 
member of the toujkid whc Roj ■ 
plane tickets home Jprtherr 
fornia because she fr think p£J i 
still be playing hejhe mig Can 
be much longer, gu now. 

Mary Pierce, the! 2 seed ^4 
quarterfinal matey p-4 

Pierce pummelf 1 tty Per 
3, 6-1, yesterday,foond / 0 - 2 ;..’ 
_a.ee TE^n D4 / 
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Schultz outpowers 
Davenport in Slims: 
Pierce. Sabatini win 


— D4 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer / JERRY LODRIGUSS 

, enda ' Senultz, who also won in singles yesterday, hits a backhand 
turn during her doubles victory with Gabriela Sabatini. 




TENNIS from D1 

performance by Pierce. 

^ Gabriela Sabatini, the No, 4 seed, 
also played well, and won, 5-4, 6-0, 
over Joanette Kruger. More inter¬ 
esting than Sabatini’s victory yes¬ 
terday, though, was the draw held 
earlier in the day for th e Wirginm r 
^ ms Cbam.piojjtshipa. next week m 

Sabatini gets to play Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova in the first round, Tuesday 
night at Madison Square Garden. 
Navratilova is going to be honored 
on that night; a banner will be raised 
in her honor, and if Navratilova 
loses, it will be her last match as a 
tennis professional. 

Sabatini said she was looking for¬ 
ward to this chance and, yes, Sabati¬ 
ni said, she will be sad to knock 
Navratilova into retirement, but, yes, 
Sabatini said, she would very much 
like to win. 

It was the contest between the two 
six-footers that was the day’s most 
intriguing match. Schultz has, occa¬ 
sionally, the best and most danger¬ 
ous serve on the tour. It topped 110 
m.p.h. several times, and in the past 
year Schultz has developed a high- 
kicking second serve that confused 
Davenport 

In the first set, Davenport was 
controlling the points because 
Schultz wasn't getting in a lot of 
first serves. That played to Daven¬ 
port’s strengths, her flat, well-dis¬ 
guised forehands that kept knock¬ 
ing down Schultz’s racket. But in 
the second set, it was watch out 
Lindsay. Schultz got her serve in 
the groove. 

“She was hurting me with the 
serve,” Davenport said, and she 
meant that literally, painfully. “My 
wrist was bent all the way back.” 

Davenport began a desperate, two- 
^et struggle to return a serve and 
TJust xould never get enough balls 
^back to put Schultz in trouble. “It’s 
hard to construct a point when you 
—don’t know what she’s gonna do,” 
= I)avcnport said. 

5 —Schultz, 24, has been slow to see 
^hcr game mature. Davenport said 
-that if “Brenda used all her weapons 
with a serve like that, she’d be dan¬ 


gerous.” - 

Schultz is dangerous sometimes, 
and more and more those sometimes 
are more often. Schultz is ranked 
No. 17 in the world now and quali¬ 
fied for next week’s season-ending 
Slims Championships, the tourna¬ 
ment for 16 top players. 

“I’m playing real well at the mo¬ 
ment,” Schultz said. Everything’s 
just great.” 

Notes. Steffi Graf, who had been 
entered in the tournament and 
pulled out last Friday because of her 
chronic back problem, came to Phila¬ 
delphia yesterday and practiced at 
the Convention Center. Graf has an¬ 
other practice scheduled this morn¬ 
ing, with Navratilova. Graf is hoping 
to get into shape to play next week in 
New York. Graf needs to practice her 
service return, for she drew Schultz 
in her first-round match. Capriati 
pulled out of her doubles match last 
night. The official reason was a sore 
right arm suffered in her singles 
match Wednesday against Anke 
Huber. 

The results 

Seedings in parentheses. 

SINGLES 

Second round: Kimberly Po, Roiling Hills, Calif., 
def. Nathalie Tauziat, France, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5, Mary 
Pierce (2), France, def. Patty Fendick, Tahoe 
Village, Nev., 6-3, 6-1. Gabriela Sabatini (4), 
Argentina, def. Joanette Kruger, South Africa, 6- 
4, 6-0. Meilen Tu, Northridge, Calif., def.. Kater¬ 
ina Maleeva, Bulgaria, 6-4, 6-3, Natalia Zvereva 
(5), Belarus, def. Julie Halard, France', 6-1, 6-4. 
Anke Huber (6), Germany, vs. Lisa Raymond, 
Wayne, 

DOUBLES 

Second round: Gabriela Sabatini, Argentina, and 
Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, def. Patty Fen¬ 
dick, Tahoe Village, Nev., and Meredith 
McGrath, Midland, Mich. (2), 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 11 a.m. 

Natalia Zvereva (5) vs. Brenda Schultz; Conchitc 
Martinez-Patricia Ta'rabini vs. Erika de Lone' 
Audra Keller or Pam Shriver-EIlzabeth Smyfie 
(3); Gig! Fernandez-Natalia Zvereva (f) vs 
Amanda Coetzer-Debbie Graham; Kimberly Pr 
vs. Lisa Raymond or Anke Huber (6); Mar 
Pierce (2) vs. Meilen tu. 

Beginning at 7 p.m. 

Gabriela Sabattny (4) vs. Chanda Rubin; Lindsa 
Davenport-Lisa Raymond (4) vs. Lea Ghirard' 
Nino Louarsabishvili. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/doc^/tkwl0000 
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Mary Pierce and Natalia Zvereva also advanced in 
yesterday’s quarterfinals at the Convention Center.;;, 

: i. 

the brilliant points. ^ 

Sftertmi, the Ne. 4 s«od y frustrated 
18-year-old Chanda Rubin into'' mut- 
terings and stutterings and a 6-3, 6-0 
loss in the evening quarterfinal at 
the Convention Center. 

In the other quarterfinals, No. 2 
seed Mary Pierce ended the run pf 
16-year-old Meilen Tu, 6-2, 6-4; No. 5 
seed Natalia Zvereva ducked when 
Brenda Schultz served aces and beat 
Schultz, 6-1, 7-6 (74); and No. 6 seed 
Anke Huber overpowered Kimberly 
Po, 6-3, 6-2. 

This sets up semifinals between 
Huber and Sabatini this afternoon at 
2 and Pierce and Zvereva at 7 p.m. 

It has been nearly 30 months since 
Sabatini has won a tennis, tourna¬ 
ment, since the Italian Open in May 
of 1992. This is beyond figuring. 

Sabatini is still ranked No. 9 in the 
world and you would thin k she could 
win a tournament somehow, even 
accidentally. 

Sabatini, 24, is a perpetual optimist, 
See TENNIS on C2 



The Philadelphia Inquirer / JOHN COSteLLO 


Chanda Rubin hitting a return in her losing quarterfinal effort against 
Gabriela Sabatini yesterday at the Convention Center. 


By Diane Puein 

TNqumiiK staff mtrnsr 

There is so much to cheer abput 
when Gabriela Sabatini plays tennis, 
and then there is so much to close 
your eyes and moan about. 

It is so familiar, the way Sabatini 
throws back her shoulders, puffs out 
a small grunt of effort, hits all those 
topspins, both the backhands and 
forehands. Her dark hair is still in a 
thick ponytail. There is still a sweat- 
band around her forehead. She’ll hit 
one of those topspin backhands from 
deep behind the baseline and send it 
spinning, crazily, past the player at 
the net, a confounding passing shot 
that leaves you breathless. 

Then Sabatini will serve up a cou¬ 
ple of double faults and maybe bury 
an easy volley deep into the net and 
people shake their heads. 

That’s how it was last night at the 
ykMni/) .Slims of Philadelphia, Saba- 
tint played brilliant points and 
served 13 double faults, but the com¬ 
bination was weighted in favor of 


I tf2- 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Sabatini 
leads 
advance 
to semis • 


TENNIS from Cl 

always smiling, and she says this 
tournament drought doesn’t bother 
her. She has been in six semifinals 
"this year and only two finals. 

' Winning a tournament, Sabatini 
said, “will be a relief. Most of all I 
will feel more secure and more confi¬ 
dent with my game.” 

' The game does seem more aggres¬ 
sive. Her serves are harder and her 
groundstrokes more consistent than 
in the past. And the attitude? “With 
the way I’m playing,” Sabatini said, “I 
feel everything is good. I feel I can 
win every point.” 

It had been a week of being a 
villain for Huber until yesterday. 
Huber had to play comeback kid Jen¬ 
nifer Capriati in the first round and 
the Convention Center fans were 
desperately vocal in rooting for Ca¬ 
priati. 

In the second round, Huber drew 
home-town favorite Lisa Raymond, 
and by the time the 2-hour, 15-mii^- 
ute, three-set match ended at 12:23- 
Friday morning, the only people left 
probably came from Raymond^ ■ 
neighborhood. 

Against Po, Huber got mostly si- 
fence. There wasn’t much cheering 
because Huber was so firmly in com¬ 
mand with her groundstrokes pro- 
peled by a firm right arm and high- 
pitched grunt. 

Huber has played well since 
ITS. Open, and she beat Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova and Pierce on her way to th% 
Title at Filderstadf in Germany last 
month. T 

Pierce, who is suffering from a bad 
cold and who was coughing hard 
after long points, said every player 
remembers the first time she plays a 
highly-ranked player. She said it 
makes you very nervous, maybe & 
little overwhelmed and possibly too 
impressed with the surroundings 
and the opponent. 

That’s what seemed to happen t£> 
Tu yesterday. 

She got behind quickly, 3-0 in tbfe 
. first set, and won only three points 
in those three games. Tu hits the ball 
"exceptionally hard for a 5-foot-3 16- 
year-old. But Pierce hits the ball ex- 
ceptionally hard for anybody, and Tu 
was just too tiny to cover the court , 
. well enough. _ 


ffike P hiladelphia Inquirer I 


Pierce won the first three games in 
each set, then lost concentration^ 
little and dropped a couple of games. 

ifUt’s hard to stay focused when 
you’re not feeling well,” Fierce said. 

* She was also a little cranky on the 
court, always asking which ballboys 
and ballgirls had which balls and 
stopping to yank the rubber band on 
her braid tighter. 

But when Pierce hit the final shot, 
a brutal backhand return winner 
that would have toppled little Tu if it 
had hit her, Pierce pumped her fist. 
She was happy to have made it 
through an afternoon of coughs and 
sniffles and a 16-year-old’s debqt 
against the best. 

Zvereva, 23, is better known fqr 
her doubles play, but when she is in 
good tennis form and in a good 
frame of mind, her singles game ±s 
enthralling. She hits many different 
shots at many different speeds, a^d 
yesterday Schultz couldn’t reach 
very many. . . 

" Schultz never was able to breads 
Zvereva and despite 11 aces of her 
own Schultz, also 23, seldom re¬ 
mained in firm control of her ov£n 
serve. . . • . . 

The results 

Beedings in parentheses. ti 

SINGLES ~ . . . . * 

Quarterfinals: Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus def. 
Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, 6-1, 7-6 (74). 

. Anke Huber (6), Germany def. Kimberly Po, 
Incline Village, Nev., 6-3, 6-2., Mary Pierce (2), 
France def. Meilen Tu, N.orthridge, Calif., 6-2,^6- 
4. Gabriela Sabatini (4), Argentina def. Chanda 
Rubin, Lafayette, La., 6-3,'6-0. 

DOUBLES 

Quarterfinals: Conchita Martinez, Spain, ap'd 
Patricia Tarabini, Argentina def. Pam. Shriyer, 
Baltimore, and Elizabeth Smylie, Australia (3), 6- 
A, 6-4. Gigi Fernandez, Puerto Rico, and Natalia 
Zvereva, Belarus (1) def.! Amanda Coetzer, 
South Africa, and Debbie Graham, Fountain 
Valley, Calif.! 6-4, 6-0. Lindsay Davenport, Mur¬ 
rieta, Calif., and Lisa Raymond, Wayne (4) def. 
Lea Ghirardi, France, and Nino Louarsabjshviii, 
Georgia, 6-2, 6-7 (6-8), 6-4. ^ 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 2 p.m. ; ^ _ • 

Gabriela Sabatini (4) vs. Anke Ruber (6)i " 

ohita Martinez-Patricia Tarabini vs.’ Gabriela Sa- 
batjni-Brenda .Schultz. t ~ • 

t Beginning at 7 p.m. 

Mary Pierce (2) vs. Natalia Zvereva (5); Gigi 
Fefriandez-Natalia Zvereva (1) vs. Lindsay Dav¬ 
enport-Lisa Raymond (4) or Lej^ Ghirardi-Ntno 
Louarsabishvili. u 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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SUN. MON. 

NOV. 13 NOV. 14 

rrt 





| TV/Radio 



College Football 

10 a.m. 

DePauw at Wabash . 

ESPN2 



Noon 

Notre Dame vs. Florida St. at Orlando 

' Ch. 6 

p" 


’ Noon 

Syracuse at Boston College 

SC 


— 

12:30 p.m. 

Ohio State at Indiana 

ESPN 

!■ 

--. • 

1 p.m. 

West Virginia at Temple 

WRTI-FM 90.1; 

— 




WGMP-AM 1210 

— 


1 p.m. 

Rutgers at Virginia Tech 

WOR-AM 710 


, T-'- - 

1 p.m. 

Hofstra at Delaware 

WDEL-AM 1150 


—' 

1 p.m. 

Villanova at New Hampshire 

WPWA-AM 1590, 

— 



delayed tape on WGMP-AM 1210 at 4p.m. 



1 p.m. 

Muhlenberg at Moravian 

Ch. 39 


— 

3:30 p.m. 

Penn State at Illinois Ch. £ W1P-AM 610 


- r~ - ■ - 

3:30 p.m. 

Western Michigan at Toledo 

SC 



. 6:30 p.m. 

Oregon at Stanford 

SC 



7 p.m. 

Georgia at Auburn 

- ESPN 



10 p.m. 

UCLA at Arizona State 

ESPN 


L 

11:30 p.m. 

West Virginia at Temple (replay) 

SC 

^' 

; 

3 a.m. 

The Citadel at'Virginia Military Institute SC 


~i . 

Sundays 

(replay) 


^. 


3:30 a.m. 

Georgia at Auburn (replay) 

ESPN 



Sunday 




Pro Football 

6 p.m. 

CFL Western Semifinal Playoff Game 

ESPN2 

-- 

-Golf 

4 p.m. 

World Cup of Golf, third round 

Ch. 3 


TV Sports Show 


Auto Racing 
Figure" Skating 


5 p.m. Senior Tour Championship, third round 


4:30 p.m. Eye on Sports: Skiing, Return of the Ch. 10 

Champions 

7:30 p.m. Magic at Sixers _ __ Prism; WIP-AM610 

2 p.m. __ ' Prism 

9:30 p.m. European Community Championship, semifinals SC 

3:30 p.m. NASCAR Advance Auto Parts 500 ' " _ TNN 

2 p.m. _ World Professional Championships . Ch. 3 

9 p.m. Ice Wars: .USA.vs. the World . . ; . Ch. 10 


Horse Racing _ 12:30 p.m. Philadelphia Park _ Street Road, Bensalem 

Pro Tennis 2 p.m. and Virginia Slims, of Philadelphia T ournamerfl, 

0 7 p.m. Hennsyi vania uonvSnhd'ft'Genter, 12th and Arch Sts. ' 

NBA _ 7:30 p.m. Sixers vs. Magic . _ ; Spectrum 

College Football 1 p.m. _ Temple vs. West Virginia _ Veterans Stadium i 

1 pun. Delaware vs. Hofstra Delaware Stidium, Newark \ 


Source: https://www.industrydocun , its.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwl0000 
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Huber eliminates Sabatini; 
Pierce also advances to final 


[Gabriela Sabatini had 
iost 43 straight 
iiournaments. She didn’t 
^expect this to be No. 44. 


By Diane Puein 

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

This one hurt, you could tell. Ga¬ 
briels Sabatini hung her head and 
= closed her eyes and covered her face 
-with a towel. It’s been 43 straight 
Journaments now that Sabatini has 
played in — and lost in — but this 
week, it was going to be different. 

T That’s how Sabatini talked all week 
here at the Virginia Slims of Phila^ 
.jielphia. She was hitting' the ball 
well, Sabatini said, serving better 
“than ever and most of all, full of 
confidence on every point. “I feel I 
“can win every ball,” she said. 

1 But she couldn’t. Not against Anke 
-Huber, a sturdy 19-year-old who is 
unwilling to make a mistake and all 
'too willing to run after every off- 
“Speed, slicing, spinning ball Sabatini 
hit. In the end, after 2 hours and 28 
^minutes of grunting, sweating ten- 
-nis, Huber, the No. 6 seed, had sent 
—Sabatini, the No. 4 seed, home a loser 
“once again. 

The score was 6-7 (11-13), 6-1, 6-4 
=hhd advanced Huber into today’s 1 
. p.m. final at the Convention Center 
-against No. 2 seed Mary Pierce, who 
^beat No. 5 seed Natalia Zvereva, 6-3, 6- 
EBTlast night. 

.Sabatini seemed puzzled, as well as 
disappointed. All week, Sabatini’s 
splendid game of making the ball 
.Jjob and weave, as if pulled by a 
string from above, seemed magical. 
^And Sabatini was full of pep and 
Galwa ys smiling. 

She said on Friday that she felt 
^good about her chances of winning 
-here and ending that horrible 30- 
T month winless streak. Then, Sabatini 
^ bolted right into a 3-0 lead in the first 
hsSf. 

. It was almost as if Huber were only 
a fleeting, ghostly presence. The 
^crowd was firmly behind Sabatini. 
Every time Sabatini hit a winner, 
there was a roar and stomping feet 
and whistles. Every time Sabatini did 
anything, really — catch a ball on 
the fly, kick a ball over the net — it 
was met by whoops and hollers. If, on 
Mhe other hand, Huber whacked a 
Twinner, walloped an ace, there was 
„ . silence. 

—JBut it turns out Sabatini’s brief 
“burst of superiority in the first set 
was due more to Huber’s nerves than 
_Sabatini’s dominance. “I didn’t play 
very well at first,” Huber said. “I was 
-little bit nervous, maybe.” 

The nerves disappeared quickly, and 
—so did Sabatini’s lead. Huber won four 
-straight games. The German began hit- 
=Tihg the ball earlier and,moving Sabati- 








. -am- 

t y . - •#». ' • 




ni everywhere, side to side, front to 
back and only because Huber missed 
three or four nerve-wrackingly easy 
overheads and volleys did the first set 
get into a tie-breaker. 

It was during the debreak, when 
Sabatini didn’t score om her first five 
set points, when Huber was sending 
back Sabatini’s devilishly low back¬ 
hand slice even lower, that you could 
see Sabatini becoming unnerved. Even 
when Sabatini won the 1-hour, 14-min¬ 
ute first set with a backhand winner on 
the 24th point of the tie-breaker, there 
was no sense that she was in command. 

‘T was always defending myself,” Sa¬ 
batini said. “I couldn’t play deep 
enough and I didn’t Teel I was in 
control of the match at. any moment.” 

In just 26 minutes, the crowd fig¬ 
ured out Sabatini wasn’t in control. 
Huber won the second set in almost 
the same time as it took to play the 
first-set tiebreak. Strangely, it was 
Sabatini who seemed listless. Several 
times in the second set, Sabatini 
didn’t chase down balls she might 
have returned. Meanwhile, Huber 
was rushing everywhere, even off 
the court, and almost into the stands 
to retrieve Sabatini’s topspins. 

It should have been Sabatini who 
had the momentum; even Sabatini said 
so, “It was hard for me at the begin¬ 
ning of the second set to get back into 
the match,” Sabatini said. “But nothing 
seemed to be bothering her.” 

Sabatini — 24 years-old now and 
winner of 25 titles, but none since the 
Italian Open “in May of 1992 — was 
clearly disappointed. 

‘1 was feeling good,” Sabatini said. “I 


The Philadelphia Inquirer L RON TARVER 

Anke Huber, en route to victory over Gabrieia Sabatini, returning a 
shot in their semifinal match yesterday at the Convention Center'. 


win a tournament and I didn’t. It’s 
disappointing.” 

Last night, Pierce needed patience, 
mostly. Zvereva spent much of the first 
set trying to draw Pierce to the net. 
Zvereva kept hitting drop shots and 
Pierce did keep running to the net. 
Problem was, Zvereva’s drop shots kept 
not going over the net. 

Pierce glared once at Zvereva after 
one of Pierce’s futile runs forward, but 
when Zvereva finally got one of those 
drop shots to drop over, Pierce crashed 
a forehand winner. 

For Pierce, this is the fifth time in a 
tournament final this year. So far she 
is (M. Huber has been in two tourna¬ 
ment finals. She has won them both 
and the last, at a tournament in Ger¬ 
many last month, was a 6-4, 6-2 win 
over Pierce. 

But Pierce isn’t bothered. She was 
proud of herself last night for being 
patient against Zvereva, especially 
mentally patient. 

About this fifth final Pierce said, 
“maybe the fifth will be .the right one.” 

The results 

Seedings in parentheses. 

SINGLES 

Semifinals: Anke Huber (6), Germany, def. Ga¬ 
briela Sabatini (4), Argentina, 6-7 (11-13), 6-1, 
6-4. Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Natalia Zver¬ 
eva (5), Belarus, 6-3, 6-3. / V 

DOUBLES 

Semifinals: Gabriela Sabatini, Argentina, and 
Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, def. Coochita Mar¬ 
tinez, Spain, and Patricia Tarablni, Argentina, 7- 
6 (7-2), 3-6, 6-1. 

Today’s schedule 

Beginning at 1 p.m. 

Anke Huber (6) vs. Mary Pierce (2); Gabriela 
Sabatini and Brenda Schultz vs. Gigi Fernandez 
and Natalia Zvereva (1) or Lindsay Davenport 


arher and,moving Sabati- thought I had a pretty good chance to . and Lisa Raymond (4v 

ISource: Mps:/%wwjna^ustrydocumenis. ucsf.edu/aocs/tRwl0000 
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Calendar 

JSLHome game 

-Sat; ~ "§UN. MON. 

“NOV. 12 . . NOV. 13 NOV. 14 





WED. ; THURS. FRI. 




PISTONS HEAT 

7:30 7:30 

SC PRISM 



CUPPERS 
■7:30 ’ “• 
PRISM 


TV/Radio 


g— College Football 


jg Fro Football 

F '' y 

Hi TV Sports Show 


Auto Racing 
Figure Skating 


12:30 p.m.' 
1 p.m. 


1 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

10 p.m. 

11:30 p.m. 

3 a.m. 
Sundays 

3.30 a.m. 
Sunday 

6 p.m. 

4 p.m. 

5 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

2 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
2 p.m. 

9 p.m. 


DePauw at Wabash. „, _ 

Notre Dame vs. Florida St ."at Orlando 
Syracuse at Boston College 

'Ohio State at Indiana' __ 

West Virginia at Temp-e 

Rutgers at Virginajegh _ _ 

Hofstra at Delaware _ 

Villanova at New Hampshire 


WRTi-FM 90.1; 
WGMP-AM 1210 _ 

WQR-AM710 
WDEL-AM 1150 
WPWA-AM 1590, 


__ delayed t^pe on WGMP-AM 1210 at4 p.m. 

Muhlenberg at Moravian, _ Ch. 39 

Penn State at iiiinois I _ Ch. 6; WJP-AM 610 

Western Michigan at Toledo _ SC 

Oregon at Stanford. SC 

Georgia at Auburn ESPN 

UCLA at Arizona State ___ ESPN 

West Virginia at Temple (replay) SC 

The Citadel at Virginia_Military Institute SC 

(replay), 

Georgia at Auburn (replay) ESPN 

CFL Western Semifin si Playoff Game ~ .. gSPMj? . 
World Cup of Golf, thied round ^ Ch. 3 

Senior Tour Championship, third rounds „ ESPN 

Eye on.Sports: Skiing.'Return of the Ch. 10 

Champions , „ I . ' " _„ 

Magic at Sixers r . . Prism; WJP-AM 610 

Virginia Slims of Philadelphia _ Prism 

European Community Championship, semifinals , SC 
NASCAR Advance Algo Parts 500 c ^ TNN 
World Professional Championships Ch. 3 

Ice Wars: USA vs, the World ° Ch. 10 


H orse Racing _ 12:30 p.m. Philadelphia Park ~ _ Street Road, Bensalem 

Pro Tennis 2 p.m. and yirqinia Slims of Philadelphia Tournament 

7 p.m. Pennsylvania convention center, and Arch Sts. 

NBA _ 7:30 p.m. Sixers vs. Magic _ , ' Spectrum 

^College Football 1 p.m. JempJejys.^ West J/irgihia _ Veterans Stadium 

^ • -• 1p.m. Delaware vs. Hofstra Delaware Stadium, Newark \ 

1 p.m. _ Penn vs. Harvard ^ _ Franklin Field [ 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwl0000 
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f Virginia Slim^ Roubles champions Natalia Zvereva (left) and Gigi 
^Fernandez celebrate, their win over Gjlfctriela Sabatini and Brenda 
Schultz at the Convention Center: * . 1 _ —: 


Source: https://www.industrydocumeLnts.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Monday, November 14, 1994 


Briber’s good times are now s j£ 


jorh 

©vef* 


f-She has won two 
tournaments in a month, 
jfhey include the Virginia 


3 y Diane Pucin 

- INQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

The ball was always deep into the 
corners/ dusting the edges of the 
“ lines. And Anke Huber always grunt- 
ecL a deep sound from her toes at the 
beginning that turned into a mousy 
squeak by the time her racket swung 
: through the ball. 

; 'For 2 hours, 8 minutes, Huber was 
“the metronome. Rhythmic grunt. 
grhe twang of her racket hitting the 

g all, pushing Mary Pierce to the edge 
fThe c ourt and the edge of rage. 

_ Pi erce fell behind by 6-0, 2-0 and 
Sw ore and threw, her rackets. Then 
gfthere was the comeback, and the 4-0 
Heiicit in the third set, And always 
jrth ere' was Huber at the baseline, 
^grunting, twanging, dusting the 
iTm es. _ 

fadElnally, after the second-seeded 
jPierce had tied the match at 5-5.in 
^the third set with a 97-mile-an-hour 
: in your face, Anke — the sixth- 

-o Jedeci Huber tightened her bandan- 
Fn^and won the last two games and 
|Jhq /championship match of the Vir-_ 
a VtuTLS-. oh^Phj 1 add ,ph \ a, ti 6 -0. 6-7 
r(-£7 ). 7-5. yesterday] 
ggpLb er has been a lonely figure at 
pile Convention Center this week. 
EShe is 19 and without a coach, a pale 
fhlq n.de who would walk through the 
[|JJ>wds shopping at the clothing 
rgqoths unnoticed. 

BbS uber won. four three-set matches. 
¥&hk knocked out Jennifer Capriati, 
ilhu s squashing the chance of a fairy- 
jJlIe return;, she knocked out hoine- 
fTdwn girl ' Lisa Raymond; she 
ij^hocked out heartthrob Gabrieia Sa- 
^Stii ri~in desperate search of a title 
pince 1992: and then she stomped on 
Ifehat had threatened io become a 
Rising comeback by Pierce, the 
[jrtayer with the cough and cold and 
□Till er backhand. 

EESo-it is time to congratulate Hub^r. 
jgjie h as won two tournaments in a 
1 :.. • j&gtee TENMS* on C9 
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Tne Philadelphia Inquirer./ J_._KYLE KEENER. 

It was that kind of day for Mary Pierce, who showed her frustration 
at an official's call. She lost in three sets. H T 


iource": https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edL 
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’s Huber, 
good times are now 


/TENNIS from.Cl t~ 

„ j.th now, beating Pierce in 'the 
gjinals both 'times. Since the U.S. 
tgrdp en, there has been no better 
jFpT ayer than Huber. She has played in 
fEfiYST^traight tournaments and says 
If^he is tired. Yet Huber chased down 
:cv>very shofiand was hitting winners 
IP v/hen Pierce had turned her back, 
Ensure the.point had been won. 

* After 'the U.S. Open, Huber split 
yith fieri coach, Boris Breskvar. It 


fwas a little traumatic. Breskvar had 
Shcrafihed Huber since she was'9, and 
3she had said he was like a father to 
Efier, “Bur Huber felt she had out- 
jggrowiTBreskvar’s rein, as she would 
Bra ve outgrown a father’s. 

ester Jay, after she had collected a 
Echeck for $150,000, Huber said she 
gwas In the market for a coach and 
^smiled and asked if there were any 
Ig^Dlunte ers. 

Th ere "'should be. The coaching 
& wor k "seems to have been well done 
^already. 

^^ ln the. 21-minute first set against 
p Pierce, Huber was merely * perfect. 
hJShe won the first four games in 12 
^minufel, and Pierce could barely get 
=nhe. racket on balls. Huber was hit- 
ifting 'the ball low, flat and devilishly 
ggrdeep . Pierce didn’t even reach game 
^ po int until the sixth game, and when 
fr Huber held serve at love in the sec- 
fennd game of the second set, Pierce 
g/slammed Tier racket to the ground 
i^and bellowed like an angry elephant, 
^swinging her head and slapping her 
.th igh. 

4^ “She just didn’t know what to'do,” 
h Huber said of Pierce in those first 
L-ei gliTgames. 

~ Thej pierce came to the net. In the 


gmext game she rushed the net on the 
IfTfir s t two po ints. She won the first 
FTiyhen Huber’s lob attempt was long, 
Emd she won the second with a volley 
j£that waV punctuated by a large smile 
| an d wild" applause. 

| ^ " P ierce ended up winning the game, 
^her firsfi 29 minutes "into the match. 
igTbis might have seemed like a small 
gHhj.ng, but that little change of pace, 
|p-th.at volley, that move to the net, was 
^enough to Jiggle thjj pace of the 
i hatch a bit. 


t- 


Huber started becoming human, 
missing a line here and there, dou¬ 
ble-faulting once in a while. Pierce 
evened the set at 4-4 when Huber 
double-faulted the game point, and 
she won the tie-break with the help 
of another Huber double-fault that 
gave Pierce a 6-4 lead. 

“Maybe it was a little nerves,” 

, Huber said of the double-faults. But 
more likely it was her fear of Pierce’s 
service returns. Pierce, who is 5-foot- 
11 and who has a long reach, was 
knocking *back Huber’s second 
serves for convincing winners. 

. “I had to serve the second serve 
very hard and with a lot of risk,”' 

Huber said, “or it was her point.” 

If the match had seemed a massa¬ 
cre in the first set, it seemed equally 
in Huber’s victory column after four 
. games of the third set. 

' By the time Huber had taken a 4-(h 
lead in the deciding set, Pierce, had 
thrown around two rackets, buried" 
her head in a towel, and shouted: 
something r that isn’t said in polite 
company. 

The burst of temper helped Pierce. 

She broke Huber at love in the fifth, 
game, and from there won three of 
the next fyur games to tie the match 
at 5-5 with that big ace, only "her 
second of the match. 

“At 5-all I was really a little bit 
down,” Huber said. “After 5-2 I made 
some stupid mistakes, and all the 
time she never really gave up. But l 
was also tired and thought I could 
only play two more games.” 

So Huber went for everything in 
those last three games. She reached 
longer, hit a little harder, held serve 
for the 6 5 lead by making Pierce 
scramble and hit a forehand into the 
net, then won the last two points of _ 
the match with crackling forehand 
winners. 

The results 

Seedlings in parentheses. 

SINGLES 

Final: Anke Huber (6), Germany, def. Mary. 

Pierce (2), France, 6-0, 6-7 (4-7), 7-5. ■ - 

DOUBLES 

Final: Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo., and Natalia^ 

Zvereva (IT Belarus, def. Gabrieta SabatiniJ 
Arl^ntina, arid Brenda Schultz, Netherlands,.^ 

■ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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50 $ LATE SPORTS 


Virginia Slims 
begins at Center 


THE PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


by Bill Fleischman 

Daily News Sports Writer 

ripsting a tennis tournament, or 
gny other sports event, wasn’t 
what the Pennsylvania Conven¬ 
tion Center people had in mind 
when the sprawling facility 
opened last year. 

When Barbara Perry, the direc¬ 
tor of the ^Egifl^^^ofPhila- 
i^^^Jh^Journament; men'Ronec! 3, 
the idea to Bob Butera, the Con¬ 
vention Center’s executive direc¬ 
tor, the surprised Butera was 
speechless. Since Butera is a for¬ 
mer politician — serving in the 
state General Assembly — you 
can imagine how overwhelmed 
lie was to be struck silent. 

Tor its first three years, the 
Slims of Philadelphia was played 
at the Civic Center. The stately 
‘old building in West Philadelphia 
was""fine, but Perry was aware 
that the city might sell the Civic 
Center soon. 

“We were told we’d have only 
one more year there,” Perry said 
last night. “We decided we should 
move sooner than later.” 

After touring the $523 million 
Convention Center, at 12th and 
Arch Streets, before last year’s 
tournament, Perry quickly real¬ 
ized it would be an ideal location 
for a tournament. Its 440,000 
square feet of exhibition space 
provides plenty of room for a cen¬ 
ter court, two practice courts, a 
court-side club dining area and 
'places for tennis-related displays. 

The tournament begins today 
and runs through Sunday. 

_ Jhe Center’s “A” Iiall will seat 
5,000 for^ tennis (the seats are 
chairs, not bleachers). The prac¬ 
tice courts are in the Grand. Hall 
of the Reading Terminal train 
Shed. The walls of the spacious 
hall are trimmed in attractive 
white-veined gray marble from 
Mexico. 

Butera thought the only major 
problem would be .the lack of 
locker rooms. But then he discov¬ 
ered there were locker rooms. 
--4Jey, it’s a huge building: locker 
rooms could be there and not ev¬ 
eryone would know about them. 

“We’re very happy with [the 
building],” Perry said. “We’re get¬ 
ting great feedback from the play¬ 
ers.” _ 

The day before top-ranked Steffi 


SUMS AT A GLANCE 

Event: Vir qiniaSlims of Philadelphia., 

Where: Pennsylvania uonventiol? 
Center, 12th and Arch streets. 

When: Today through Sunday. 
Monday through Thursday matches 
begin at 9 a.m.; night sessions begin at 
7. Friday's quarterfinals start ai 11 a.m. 
Semifinals on Saturday are at 2 pjri. and 
7 p.m. Sunday’s final is at 1 p.m. 

TV: Saturday’s 2 p.m. semifinal will be 
live on PRISM. Channel 3 will carry the 
final on tape-delay at 4:30 p.m., 

following the Eagles-Browns game. 

Tickets: $12 to $35. 

Purse: $750,000 (winner receives 
$150,000). 

Top seeds: Conchita Martinez, Mary 
Pierce, Lindsay Davenport, Gabrieia 
Sabatini, Natalie Zvereva, Anke Huber, 
Amanda Coetzer. 

Information: 215-654-7700. 

— Bill Fleischman 


since the 1993 U.S. Open, is 
launching a comeback following 
her arrest for marijuana posses¬ 
sion last May in Florida. 

Capriati will face sixth-seeded 
Alike Huber either tomorrow or 
Wednesday night. Capriafi also is 
playing doubles with partner 
Mercedes Paz. 

Graf withdrew when her ailing 
back hadn’t responded to treat¬ 
ment. The three-time U.S. Open 
champion is undergoing therapy 
in New York and still hopes to 
play in the ^Slims Championships 
next week. 

Graf won the Slims of Philarieh 
mhla t wo years ago, then lost to * 
Conchita Martinez in last year’s^ 
final. . ; 

Graf’s withdrawal leaves Marti¬ 
nez, the reigning Wimbledon ti- 
tlist, as the top seed. 

RAYMOND RECOVERED _ 

Wayne’s Lisa Raymond had to 
skip a tournament in Quebec City 
last week after suffering a 
strained Achilles’ tendon playing 
in Zurich, Switzerland, last 
month. 

“I had to do nothing for 15 
days,” Raymond said yesterday, 
still squirming at the forced idle¬ 
ness. The two-time NCAA titlist at 
the University of Florida is close 
to 100 percent. 

Raymond, ranked No. 46, will 
meet 51st-ranked Sandra Cacic in 


Graf withdrew last Friday, the tonight’s second match, 
tournament received a boost Second-seeded Mary Pierce 
when Jennifer Capriati entered, plays qualifier Tatiana Ignatieva 
Capriati, a wild-card entry who in tonight’s first match at 7 
has n't pl aycd ^gf. eC | U /dQ CS /tk W l0000 
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— 1 --- 1 -—- cic will help her in future matches. 

Daily News Sports Writer “It’s a good feeling to know that 

For Mary Pierce, her opening- later in a tournament, if I’m in that 
round match in the* . Virginia position in a match, Pm capable of 
,Slims of Philadelphia tournament coming back,” said Raymond, 


went as expected, the second- 
seeded Pierce overwhelmed qual- 
"ffler Titiana Ignatieva, 6-0, 6-1, in 
just 46 minutes. 

For Lisa Raymond, however, 
her first-round match last night 
was a wearying, 2-hour, 11-minute 
struggle. But Raymond finally 
prevailed over* another battler, 
Sandra Cacic, 2-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5, in 
the second evening match in the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center. 

After sidestepping match point 
in the second-set tiebreaker and 
winning the last three points, 
Raymond seized a 4-0 lead in the 
final set. The two-time NCAA ti- 
tlist from Wayne appeared on the 
verge of crushing the 20-year-old 
Floridian. 

Instead, Cacic won five consecu- 
! tive games. But, serving for the 
• match, Cacic was broken at double 


ranked No. 44. 

Of the 4-0 lead in the third set 
that vanished, Raymond said- 
got real conservative. At 4-2, I 
started getting worried. I made it 
tough on myself.” 

Raymond, 21, said she enjoys 
playing in her hometown, but ac¬ 
knowledged feeling pressure to 
please her fans. 

“I was nervous and put a lot of 
pressure on myself going into the 
match, because it was here in 
Philly ” she said. “I didn’t want to 
lose to her, even though she was 
playing well. 

! “At the beginning, I was a little 
nervous, and Sandra came out 
playing really well. She kept me 
pinned at the baseline and I didn’t 
feel really solid on my ground- 
strokes.” 

Raymond’s service also was er- 


break point. Raymond then closed . t ratic. She served 11 aces, many 
out ,the set, to the delight of whaL more than 90 mph, but also corn- 


remained of the 1,531 fans. 
Afterward, between hacking 


mitted seven double faults. Cacic 
I collected seven aces and double- 


.1 coughs, Raymond said her six times. 


__ Vl.lir Mu 

TODAY’S LINEUP 

B*gk}ffktg at i $.m. 

1 1 v. ' Stogtot •• f 7. ;• 

Patty Fendick vs. Marranro Werde! . r 
for) McNeil vs. Ericka de lore , .: 
Chanda Rubin vs. Amy Frazier p] : 
Natalia Zvereva (5) vs. Meredith McGrath 
' Linda Harvey-WUd vs. Julie Halard 
DouHes 

Maleev-White vs. Martinez-Tarabinf ■ 
Haiard-Tauzlat vs. Coetzer-Graham 

Hot Bifon 7 p,m, 

Staflfw 

Gahrlela Sabatlnl (4) vs. Jana Nejedfy 

DooWt* 

Gavenpart-Raymond v$. Paynter-Quentrec 1 


It doesn’t get easier for Ray¬ 
mond. The former University of 
Florida student meets the winner 
of tomorrow night’s Jennifer Ca- 
priati-Anke Huber match. 11 

If Capriati, idle for more than a 
year, should defeat the sixth-seed¬ 
ed Huber, Raymond said shell 
look forward to the match. 

“It would be a fun match for me,” 
a smiling Raymond said. “I don’t 
know who would be the underdog 
in that match.” 

Earlier in her career, Pierce 
rarely had much fun. But she has 
survived the merciless harass¬ 


ment|l of hep estranlg&d jf&ifoi, Jim, 1 
to risel to No. 5 in the world. 

This year, Pierce reached thd 
final of her first Grand Slam tour¬ 
nament, losing to Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario in the French Open. Then, 
in a curious, much criticized deci¬ 
sion, she skipped Wimbledon. 

She bounced back by mivanemg 
to the semifinals of the Canadian 
Open, then lost in the quarterfi¬ 
nals of U.S. Open. In three tourna¬ 
ments since the U.S. Open, she has 
two runner-up finishes and one 
quarterfinal loss. 

“It’s been my best year on the 
tour,” she said. “I’m pretty happy.” 

Pierce, 19, has had a solid year to 
build on, but knows expectations 
for her are high. 

“People expect 100 percent great 
tennis all the time, but it’s physi¬ 
cally impossible,” she said. 




TU MUCH FOR COETZER ni plays toidght' 

It didn’t take long for the first vs - Canada’s Ja 
opening-day upset to occur. o’clock. Nejedly 

Californian Meilen Tu toppled ranked No. 141 
eighth-seeded Amanda Coetzer, 6-, ! Capriati-Anke 1 
1, 6-3, yesterday afternoon. Tu, 16, scheduled for 7 1 
turned pro in September after nroutTc. p * 
thei U T aio©pan ; nihptor 
r.Ql ih giix; 1 ogind, .i a >/n>g 1 3b :ufd I 


girls titlb. Tu| caught' everybody's 
attention by defeating top-seeded 
Martina Hingis in the Open final. 

“I knew if I played well, I’d have 
a chance,” Tu said. “I was hitting 
the ball solid and deep in the 
warmup. The first points I played, 
I was attacking right away.” 

Said Coetzer: “I had a slow start. 
She played well, but I didnh feel t 
played my best.” 

Tu will face another experi¬ 
enced pro next: the winner of the 
Zina Garrison Jackson-Raterina 
Maleeva match. 

NET NOTES _ 

Mary Pierce, commenting on 
the atmosphere in a hall that 
could be an airplane hangar: “It’s 
very odd playing tennis in an 
empty building. But as long as 
you have a lot of people in the 
stands, there’s a warm feeling.” 

Fourth-seeded' Gabriela Sabati- 
ni plays tonight’s featured match 
vs. Canada’s Jana Nejedly at 7 
o’clock. Nejedly, a qualifier, is 
ranked No. 141 ... The Jennifer 
Capriati-Anke Huber match is 
scheduled for 7 n.m. tomorrow. ■ 


w 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwl0000 
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her easy victory over Titiana Ignatieva 
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First Round 

I MeilenTu, Northridge, Calif., def. Amanda Coetzer 
! (8), South Africa, 6-1,6-3. 

Joannette Kruger, South Africa, def. Shaun Staf- 
I ford, Gainesville, Fla., 6-3,6-3. 

I Kimberly Po, Rolling Hills, Calif., def. Maria Alejan¬ 
dro Vento, Venezuela, 6-4,1-6,7-5. 

Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Tatiana Ignatieva, 
i Belarus, 6-0,6-1. 

1 Lisa Raymond, Wayne, def. Sandra Cacic, Braden- 
I ton, Fla., 2-6, *7-6 (8-6), 7-5. 

TODAY'S ORDER OF PLAY 
Beginning at 9 a.m. 

Singles 

Patty Fendick, Tahoe Village, Nev. vs. Marianne 
Werdel, San Diego, Calif. 

■ Lori McNeil, Houston vs. Ericka de Lone, Lincoln, 

| Neb. 

Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La. vs, Amy Frazier (7j, 
Rochester Hills, Mich. 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus vs, Meredith McGrath, 
Midland, Mich. 

Linda Harvey-Wild, Hawthorn Woods, HI. vs. Julie 
1 Halard, France 

Doubles 

Katarina Maleeva, Bulgaria and Robin White, Del 
Mar, Calif, vs. Conchita Martinez, Spain and Patricia 
Tarabini, Argentina. 

i Julie Halard, France and Nathalie Tauziat, France 
vs. Amanda Coetzer, South Africa and Debbie Gra- 

( ham. Fountain Valley, Calif. 

Not Before 7 p.m. 

Singles 

gpabriela Sabatini (4), Argentina vs. Jana Nejedly, 
Canada , 

Doubles ! 

! Lindsay Davenport, Murrieta, Calif, ahd Usa Ray- 
kjynd, Wayne vs. Vicky Paynter, Canada and Karine 
entree, France, , , 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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ANDREA M1HALIK/ DAILY NEWS 

Chanda Rubin returns a shot during upset- of Amy-Frazier - 


PI 
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Sabatini irons out a; problem in her game 


by Bill Fieischman 

Daily News Sports Writer 

Ace, 96- mph. Service winner, 95 
mph. A second serve at 87 mph. 

Anyone who saw Gabriela Saba¬ 
tini tormented by her serve dur¬ 
ing "the U.S. Open never would 
guess she could be serving like 
she did last night. 

The fourth-seeded Sabatini 
struggled early in the first set 
'against qualifier Jana Nejedly, 
but then wore down the 20-year- 
old Canadian, 64, 6-1, in a first- 
round Slims of Phil adelnhi^ 
-match. 

Sabatini still double-faults too 
often (1.1), but working with her 
coach, Juan Nunez, she clearly 
has Improved, her. serve___.... 

“My serve is much more aggres- 


-sive than it used, to be,” Sabatini 

■ said. “I’m not letting my opponent 
attack. I’m winning a lot of free 
points. We just worked on a few 
little techniques.” 

■ Nejedly, ranked No. 141, led, 3-1, 
in the first set, but then was bro¬ 
ken four consecutive times. She 
saved three set points before com¬ 
mitting an unforced error to end 
the set. 

Sabatini, winless since the 1992 
.Italian Open, was caught off 
"guard by Nejedly’s steady early 
play. Nejedly’s serve needs work, 
but her ground strokes were im-. 
pressive. 

Said Sabatini: “I didn’t think I 
was playing bad: she was playing 
.very good. She surprised me. The 
ball was coming very fast.” 
v Earlier yesterday, No. 7 Amy 


Frazier bqcame the second seeded 
player to fall, foazier was upset 
by Chanda Rubin, 6-1, 6-1, in just 
43 minutes. Last: year, Frazier, 
ranked 14th, reached the tourna¬ 
ment semifinals. Rubin is ranked 
46th. 

In another match, Patty Fen- 
dick defeated Marianne Werdel, 6- 
2, 64, to advance to the second 
round against No. 2 seed Mary 
Pierce. 

Fifth-seeded Natalia Zvereva 
topped Meredith McGrath, 64,6-3, 
and Erika de Lone beat Mercedes 
Paz, 6-3,6-2. Paz was a late replace¬ 
ment for veteran Lori McNeil, 
who withdrew with tendinitis in 
her right shoulder. ■ 


RESULTS: 77 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tkwlOOOO 
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Capriati comeback 


^-T-ur-mr vnrr'T.- ~L~r-*-r-rr nrTrTPfT; 

THE PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


takes center stage 


Wimbledon champion Conchita 
Martinez and Gigi Fernandez 
were ^hanging ground strokes 
on a practice court, and no one 
was paying attention. 

On the adjacent court yesterday 
in the Grand Hall of the Reading 
Terminal Train Shed, about a doz¬ 
en photographers were concen¬ 
trating on an unranked player 
who hasn’t played in a tourna¬ 
ment in 14 months. 

Peculiar? Yes, but it isn’t every 
week that a Jennifer Capriati re¬ 
turns to the tennis tour. 


Tonight is the first step in Ca¬ 
priati’s comeback. At 7 o’clock, 
she will face sixth-seeded Anke 
Hubert a first round match of 
the Virginia Slims of Philadelphia 


tournament at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center. 

Since Capriati lost in her last 
match, in the first round of the 
1993 U.S. Open, her life has 
dragged-through depths no teen¬ 
ager should experience. She was 
arrested on marijuana possession 
charges last May in Florida, 
checked into a rehabilitation cen¬ 
ter and lost all her sponsors, who 
-paid her an estimated $5 million 
annually. Her despair was so deep 
that she told the New York Times 
she had been close to committing 
suicide. 

Moving into her own apartment 
in Florida last March during her 
senior year in high school and 
hanging out with drug users was 
her way of destroying the Jenni¬ 
fer Capriati Tennis Player public 
image. This young woman who 
was a semifinalist in three Grand 
Slam events before she was 16 
years old has said she felt no one 
liked her as a person. 

Now, Capriati, once ranked as 
high as No. 6, is back just for the 
fun of it, as she describes it. Win¬ 
ning isn’t important to her this 
week, or any time in the near 



future. 

Capriati, 18, was hitting yester¬ 
day with Jose Higueras, the for¬ 
mer touring pro who coaches Jim 
Courier. They met about a month 
ago at a tennis club in Palm 
Springs, Calif., where Capriati’s 
family now lives, Higueras agreed 
to work with her, but he has not 
signed on as her coach. 


Wearing: a white T-shirt, laven¬ 
der shorts and a bright, pink ten¬ 
nis hat, Capriati was hitting the 
ball hard, as she always has. 
Later, Higueras would say he is 
impressed with her timing, condi¬ 
tioning and enthusiasm. But no 
one knows how Capriati will play 
tonight against Huber, the No. 13 
player in the world. 

And since Capriati has been 
shielded from the media, few peo¬ 
ple know what she is thinking. 
The photographers were allowed 
to get close to her for a few min¬ 
utes, but reporters were kept at a 
distance. When Capriati finished 
practicing, she was escorted to an 
escalator, thereby avoiding the 
waiting media. 

The often-criticized media has 
tried to be understanding and 
give her her space. No one was 
going to grill her yesterday. We 
were informed Monday that her 
only meeting with the media 
would beSfMlTO© 


And tennis questions only, please. 

But if she had met with the 
media on Monday, it would have 
been a saner situation: She would 
have avoided the persistent one- 
nighters who will be overwhelm¬ 
ing the scene tonight. 

Near the end of Capriati’s ses¬ 
sion, Huber appeared for her 
practice workout. While Huber, 
the No. 13 player in the world, 
waited for Capriati to vacate the 
court, she stretched on the stair 
railings leading to the ballroom 
and scouted her opponent. 

- Last month, in lier native Ger¬ 
many, Huber won the tournament 
in Filderstadt. She defeated Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova in the quarterfi¬ 
nals and Mary Pierce in the final. 

Huber didn’t know Capriati was 
playing in Philadelphia until 
someone told her during a tour¬ 
nament in Oakland last week. 
Then it was: “Guess what, Anke? 
You’re playing Jennifer.” 

“I was surprised,” Huber said. 
“It’s difficult because I don’t 
know what to expect. She was a 
good player. I’ll just try to play my 
best. I have nothing to lose.” 

Huber, 20, knows the crowd will 
he with Capriati. 

“I played Martina in Germany, 
and the crowd was for her,” 
Huber said. She figures if she can 
handle that unsettling atmos¬ 
phere, she won’t be rattled to¬ 
night. 

Like other players, Huber is 
happy to see Capriati back. 

“It’s good for women’s tennis,” 
Huber said. “Something was miss¬ 
ing. [Monica] Seles and Capriati,' 
two good players, were missing. 
At least one is coming back.” . 

The WTA Tour needs players 
with personality, players who are 
willing to express some emotion 
on the court. 

The tour still is looking for a 



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Jennifer Capriati grins during practice yesterday 


sponsor is to remind the players 
that, while pro tennis is big busi¬ 
ness, it’s also entertainment.' Dur¬ 
ing her first-round match Mon¬ 
day, the second-seeded Pierce 
laughed several times and the 
crowd loved it. 

Jose Higueras and many others 
want Capriati to smile tonight 
and in the future. 

“She should just enjoy it, [to¬ 
night] and have a good time,” 
walk 


off the court with a good feeling. 
She seems pretty relaxed and 
happy. This is a much bigger deal 
for everybody else than it is for 
her.” 

I’m not sure about that. Getting 
on with a normal life is more of a 
big deal for Capriati than resum¬ 
ing her career as a tennis player. 
But, if she can be a Top 10 player 
again — a happy Top 10 player — 
that would be an ace women’s 
tennis can really use. ■ 
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Victory of 
another sort 


^THURSDAY. 


NOVEMBER 10, 1994 


Capriati falls in return, but 
finds enjoyment in playing 


by Bill Fleischman 

Daily News Sports Writer 

Seldom has a loser felt as good 
as Jennifer Capriati did last 
night. 

In her first tennis match in 14 
v months, Capriati lost to sixth- 
seeded Anke Huber, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, in 
a first-round Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia tournament met¬ 
ing at the Convention Center. 

“Capriati, 18, played remarkably 
well for someone who was off the 
WTA Tour for more than a year 
following personal and legal trou¬ 
bles. 

Stroking the ball with her old 
power, Capriati stayed in the 
match until the third set, when she 
understandably tired. Her serve 
hasn’t as effective as it was in her 
days as a top player, and she didn’t 
remind anyone of Steffi Graf the 
why she moved around the blue 
Supreme Court. But Capriati, 

, never cat-quick in her court cover- 
* age, reached more shots than 
many expected her to get. 

“It’s great to be back,” she de¬ 
clared. “I had a lot of fun just 
playing. I enjoyed myself.” 

*^The near-sellout crowd of almost 
5,000 enjoyed having her back. As 
she was introduced, she received a 
warm greeting. At key moments 
during the one-hour, 29-minute 
match, the fans encouraged her 
with “Come on, Jen” appeals. 
.When the match ended, both play¬ 
ers received a standing ovation. 

Perhaps many spectators saw an 
18-year-old who could be their 
child, someone has gone through 
a rebellious stage, tried drugs, 
spent time in rehabilitation and 
now wants to do return to the 
sport she loves. 

JEarlier, Capriati’s friend, Lind- 
^ say Davenport, the tournament’s 
No. 3 seed, expressed the senti¬ 
ment of most players when she 


said: “It’s just tremendous that 
she’s coming back already. I don’t 
think anyone would have predict¬ 
ed that she’d come back this soon. 

“She has a great attitude right 
now. I think she’s going to handle 
it pretty well, win or lose. The 
more she plays, the less of a deal 
it will become to media all over 
the world.” 

During her time away from the 
tour, Capriati said she learned 
“what makes me happy.” 

“I learned that I really love this 
game and it doesn’t matter to me 
whether I win or lose,” she; said. 
“I just want to compete again. I 
experienced a lot. I got wiser.” 

For the first two competitive 
sets last night, Capriati and Huber 
blasted baseline shots at each 
other at a level rarely seen in a 
first-round match. As Capriati 
prepared to hit shots, she had the 
familiar fiercely determined ex¬ 
pression from when she reached 
the semifinals of Grand Slam 
tournaments as a 15-year-old. 
Here was a healthy tennis player 
again, not the troubled teenager 
whose haggard face appeared in a 
police mug shot. 

Capriati took the. first' four 
games of the second set. But her 
serve was broken to open the 
third set and she fell behind, 0-4. 

Later, following her first vic¬ 
tory over Capriati in five match¬ 
es, Huber said: “She hit th;e ball 
well and received welL She 
played her game. She made mis¬ 
takes [but] she played fine! 

“With the name Capriati, you 
know she can play well. With the 
crowd behind her, it was not easy 
to play her.” 

The last 14 months haventt been 
easy for Capriati. She is returning 
to tennis tentatively. The 1991 
Philadelphia finalist indicated 
she might play in the Australian 
Open in January, but there were 
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Jennifer Capriati said it was 'great to be back’ playing tennis after missing more than a year 


no commitments toward full-time 
participation on the WTA Tour. 

“Right now, my goal is not to be 
No. 1,” she said. “I’m just going 
out there to play and see how it 
goes. I’m not thinking of any ex¬ 
pectations. I don’t have any.” 

During Capriati’s time away, 
Davenport and other players fre¬ 
quently spoke with her. But Dav¬ 
enport said she avoided discuss¬ 
ing tennis. 

“I’ve especially tried hard not 
to make it my whole life,” Daven¬ 
port said. “For someone who [ten¬ 
nis] destroyed a little part of, 
you’ve got to purposely tty not to 
make it [her whole life]. 

“When she was 14, she was just 


so good. It’s kind of inevitable 
that there would be all that pres¬ 
sure on her and she wouldn’t live 
up to the expectations. 

“It’s hard for me. I turned pro at 
16 and I didn’t do nearly as well as 
she did. I can’t really imagine 
what she went through.” 

Capriati traveled: to Philadel¬ 
phia with Jose Higueras, her tem¬ 
porary tennis adviser. She said her 
parents stayed homo in California, 
because “I just wanted to keep 
everything as simple as I could.” 

Referring to a comment by 
Chanda Rubin, another promis¬ 
ing 18-year-old player, that “ten¬ 
nis isn’t a family project,” Daven¬ 


port said: “It’s not something 
every member of the family has 
to get involved in. That’s what 
happened [with Capriati]. 

“Coming here on her own is a 
huge step. Socializing with us is 
totally going in the right direc¬ 
tion.” 

Huber will play Lisa Raymond, 
of Wayne, in tonight’s featured 
match. Capriati’s tournament in 
singles is over, but she’s playing 
doubles with Mercedes Paz. She’ll 
return to center court tonight 
feeling happy with herself and 
her tennis. ■ 
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by Bill Fleischman 

Daily News Sports Writer 

Hours before Jennifer Capriati 
flayed her much anticipated 
match last night, the Virginia 
S jrnis of Philade lphi a ’s tsio. 1 seed 
looR’TTie big 'adios. m9 ~ 

Conchita Martinez, the defend¬ 
ing Philadelphia champion, was 
upset by unseeded Nathalie Tau- 
ziat, 64, 64, 

Tauziat, ranked No. 39, admits 
she has had “a bad year.” The 
' career of the 27-yearold French 
woman hasn’t exactly been his¬ 
tory-making either.., , , t , , 


She has career victories over 
Martinez (1990 U.S: Open), Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova and Gabriela Sa- 
batini. But Tauziat’s best perform¬ 
ances in Grand Slam events are 
reaching the quarterfinals of the 
French Open and Wimbledon 
once each. 

By contrast, Martinez won Wim¬ 
bledon this year and is ranked No. 
3 in the world. How, then, could 
she lose to a person she had beat¬ 
en five times in a row? 

“I didn’t play so bad,” said Mar¬ 
tinez. “She played really a good 
match. She was tough.” , . t . ( 


Insisting she didn’t surprise 
herself, Tauziat said, “When I play, 
my best I can beat anybody.” 

Any idea that Martinez would 
quickly recover from her first set 
loss was dismissed when her 
serve was broken in the third 
game of the second set. Martinez 
scrambled back to tie the set, 3-3, 
but then she was broken in the 
next game. 

Martinez, 22, saved one break 
point with a service winner, then 
failed to convert two game points 
on unforced errors. When she hit 
a backhand .Txa^Tyolley long on 


the second break point, she yelled 
and disgustedly tossed her rac¬ 
quet toward the sideline. 

Tauziat proved she was in con¬ 
trol in the next game when she 
won the final two points of the 
love game on half volleys while 
she was on the move. 

On the verge of winning two 
games later, Tauziat went ahead 
40-0 on a net cord. At triple match 
point, she hit another net cord as 
Martinez watched helplessly. Tau¬ 
ziat covered her mouth with her 
right hand, suppressing a can- 
you-believe-this smile. 

. ‘/I ; realty, well t ,apd, I 

Y,.. .. ...G , :.!*YiT f. yy ... 


played good at the net, too,” Tau¬ 
ziat said. “I tried not to make easy 
mistakes to give her points ” 

Aware that'Martinez could sud¬ 
denly gain momentum, Tauziat 
never relaxed until the match 
was over. 

“With Conchita, you never 
know,” Tauziat said. “She can stop 
playing and [then] play again. She 
wanted to fight because she won 
here last year. I think about that 
and I never gave up.” 

Tauziat will meet Kimberly Po, 
a Slims of Philadelphia s emifinal¬ 
ist last year, in the second 
rqunfl,! , 
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ipiB ou get one turn as 
H America’s Sweetheart. 
The only thing more 
dizzying than the ride 
to the top is the fall. 
The fall that reaches terminal 
velocity in a heartbeat and ends 
with a messy splatter on the TV 
magaziheSttows. 

Bye-fijte* Miss American Pie ... 

The crown topples in a blur. 
Oiie minute, Jennifer Capriati 
stood ihythe beaten 
copper of a Barcelona 
sun glinting off her > 

Olympic gold medal. 

Stila-kid; really; just 
the superstar next 
door, with her Volley 
Girl syntax, all “wow” 
and “like” and “you 
know” and everything 
“really neat.” Just 
your basic SOQ-word 
American teenager’s 

Enougjpd ohler at a 
drive^broiigh window, converse 
mono$|llabically with coaches, 
agents^peers and, sigh, parents. 

I’ll always remember that first 
WimbEdon, when she recounted 
her ^adventures during the 
Frencfi^pen. I think it was a 
few sli^ps, the Eiffel Tower, a 
drive past the Louvre and - :: 
around the Arc de Triomphe. 

“Wow, I’m only 14 and I’ve ah 
jeady done Paris,” she gushed. 
And everybody felt all touchy- 
feely at the thought there was 
still room in a cynical world for 
wide-eyed ingenuousness. 

Sweet 16 in Barcelona and she 
had just buried the world’s best 
player, Steffi Graf, the defending 
Olympic queen. If the world was 
not her oyster as she held that 
medal aloft, a charming little 
mustache of perspiration above 
her upper lip like a string of 
pearls, it sure as hell was her 
Big Mac and double fries to go. 



1 guess the shoplifting thing at 
her hometown mall in Florida 
last year should have sounded a 
louder alarm than it did. Hey, 
she was giggling with a girl¬ 
friend and put some cheap ring 
in her bag, forgetting she had 
picked it up at all. Short atten¬ 
tion span theater, right? Actual¬ 
ly, when that hit the wires, we 
were feeling pretty good about 
her. She had dropped off the 
tour so she could graduate with 
her own class from her own 
high school. So she could do all 
the things she had sacrificed do¬ 
ing while earning prize money 
of $1,491,823 and millions more 
in endorsements, ensuring Stefa- 
no Capriati would never have to 
work again. Not thaTTie did' 
much clock-punching once the 
tennis apparel companies and 
agents made it clear he had 
struck the mother lode with his 
powerful, athletic little girl. 

How did anybody know the 
crowd she fell in with was right 
out of “Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High”? 

She went downhill faster than 
Tonya Harding. 

It all ended for her in a cheap 
Coral Gables, Fla., motel, ended 
in a fog of alcohol, drugs and al- 
1 legations of sex, ended after she 
used her credit cards to finance 
a spree for herself and her new- 
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be harder 


found “friends” that ended with 
a drug bust. Police mug shots of 
her were shocking. They showed 
a bloated, unkempt young 
woman — she had turned 18 by 
then — whose self-esteem had 
bottomed at zero. 

Do not feel flattered that Jen- 
riifer Capriati chose the Virgin ia 
SHmjof Philadelphia la sTnmht 
lo launch hei phirigeliack into 
the piranha tank that is women’s 
professional tennis. 

Nah, Capriati is — 
sorry, about that, Anke 
Huber, was — here be¬ 
cause Barbara Potter, 
her International Man¬ 
agement Group, also is 
the tournament direc¬ 
tor. 

Think back to Don 
King’s before-prison 
rdathmship with Mike 
Tyson and you have an 
idea of where Capriati- 
Potter ranks on the 
conflict of interest Richter scale. 

Nor is that intended to be a rip 
at either. It is just the way of the 
tennis world. Now that the floun¬ 
dering women’s tour is without a 
major sponsor, IMG is the power 
behind the throne. There even 
has been talk it might lake over 
» as the tour’s prime sponsor. 

Capriati attracted the biggest 
crowd of the week by far and the 
town’s tennis aficionados gave 
her a prolonged ovation when 
she came out to warm up. It was 7y; H ■} J 

a startling sound — warm cheers / I U 

for a troubled Florida teenager 
in a town where a pennant-win¬ 
ning manager and a 7-2 NFL 
coach are routinely booed. 
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Jenny’s tennis was line, con¬ 
sidering she went as long as 
nine months without hitting a 
ball during her scandal-dogged 
sabbatical. But the playing of the 
games themselves always is the 
easiest part for the fallen mil¬ 
lionaire superstars of our time, 
the Strawberrys, Goodens, 

Howes, Capriatis. The hard part 
is getting through the nights, 
dealing with the demands of 
fame while shackled with ar¬ 
rested adolescence and underde¬ 
veloped social skills. 

When Anke Huber is able to 
banish her own demons, the 
enigmatic German woman is ca¬ 
pable of beating anybody, includ¬ 
ing Graf. Her game was loose last 
night, her focus un-Rich Kotite- 
like and she dropped the second 
set. Which was more than Ca¬ 
priati could have hoped for. 

Then Anke raised her game, fa- 
ttgoetoefc a half step away frcm 
Jennifer and she fell, 6-1, in the 
third. 

Her game remains a paradox of 
towering strengths and glaring 
deficiencies. Her groundstrokes 
off both wings remain lethal. 

But her lack of sheer foot speed 
make her vulnerable against the 
Grafs, Sabatinis and Sanchez Vi- 
carios. She has to get more than 
85 mph with her first serve and 
she has to attack more off short 
balls. 

It would have served Jennifer, 
the game of tennis and her loyal 
supporters had she had a press 
conference frankly addressing 
the problems that led'to'the mo¬ 
tel in Coral Gables. Get it out in 
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the open, then ask me about ten¬ 
nis only, please. I know a lot of 
people in 12-step programs who 
openly scoff at the quick-fix 
counseling that is a proven fail¬ 
ure for the Goodens and Howes. 

So what has Jennifer Capriati 
learned from thq 14-month or¬ 
deal that caused her sponsors to 
drop her, .that erased her name 
from the computer ranlungs? We 
might never know. But'as long 
as she knows, and learns from it, 
maybe that will be good enough. 

“Learned? Well, I learned that 
I really love this game and that 
it doesn’t matter to me whether I 
win or lose,” she said. When Ca¬ 
priati left the tour, she had be¬ 
gun to equate losing with her 
worth as a human being. 

“Whether I win or lose I just 
want to come out and compete 
again,” Capriati said. “You know, 
1 experienced a lot. I got wiser, I 
think. I found out what makes 
m... happy. I learned a lot 
about myself.” 

Stefano Capriati was conspicu¬ 
ously and blessedly absent. Per¬ 
haps he and Jim Pierce, Mary’s 
dad, are working on a consulting 
service to advise Venus Williams 
and the next wave of adolescent 
wunderkinds with huge fore¬ 
hands and tiny attention spans, 

I hope Jennifer Capriati really 
means it about the fun part. Be¬ 
cause from what I’ve seen of the 
women’s tennis tour and its pres¬ 
sured, joyless vagabonds, it is 
about as much fun as a migraine 
headache at a Nine Inch Nails 
concert. 

With Monica Seles still cham¬ 
bered in a nautilus shell of trepi¬ 
dation, with the Big Four of 
women’s tennis — Graf, Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, Gabriela Sabati- 
ni and Pierce — colorless as an 


arctic landscape, Capriati’s come¬ 
back will be a hot item. 

But at least in boxing, when 


you want to make a comeback, 
HBO gets you a bout with a bum 
nobody ever heard of. ■ 
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Lisa Raymond, of Wayne, makes a backhand shot in her disappointing loss to Germany's Anke Huber 

The witching hour 

Raymond starts strong, fades as match ends past midnight 


by Bill Fleischman 

- -■ - 

Daily News Sports Writer 

The small late-night crowd that 
remained could complain about 
the absurd scheduling, but the 
fans got their money's worth. 

Lisa Raymond was agonizingly 
close to the biggest victory of her 
two-year pro tennis career last 
night in the Convention Center. 
But after leading by three games 
over sixth-seeded Anke Huber in 
the third set, she tired and lost, 5- 
7, 6-3, 7-6 (7-1), in a second-round 
-Vif^ jm a Slims Philadelphia 

"^“Rhymofid, the mini-warrior 
from Wayne, will be thinking 
about the loss for a long time. 

“This is getting to be a bad 
habit of mine, playing well but 
losing to top players,” Raymond 
said as she trudged to the locker 
room after midnight. “Physically 
and mentally, I was just done . ” 

£Vve 2-hour, 15-minute match be¬ 
gan on an encouraging note, but 
ended with Raymond hopelessly 


Encouraged by a vocal group of 
supporters, Raymond almost top¬ 
pled Huber, the No. 13-ranked 
player in the world. 

Leading, 4-1, in the third set, 
Raymond seemed in command. 
Huber swept the next three games. 

Serving at. 4-4, Raymond, her 
white shirt draped over her aqua 
skirt, summoned a final burst of 
energy. She fought off three 
break points and went ahead, 5-4. 

Huber, once heralded in Germa¬ 
ny as the next Steffi Graf, held 
and then broke Raymond to lead, 
6-5. Serving for the match, Huber 
faltered. Leading, 30-15, she dou¬ 
ble-faulted twice, then committed 
an unforced error to send the 
match into the tiebreaker. 

By now, Raymond’s fuel tank 
was empty. At match point, she 
stroked a backhand winner, but 
Huber won on the next point, 

“At 1-4,” Huber said, “I played 
some good returns and she got a 
little bit tired.” 

Huber will play Kimberly Po, a 
semifinalist last year, in a q.uar- 


Mceting for the first time, 
Huber and Raymond traded serv¬ 
ice breaks to begin the match, 
then both held serve until Huber 
was broken in the 11th game. On 
break point, a backhand service 
return by Raymond tipped the net 
and trickled over. 

~ Leading, 6-5, Raymond set up 
triple set point by almost routine¬ 
ly lashing a backhand crosscourt 
winjner. A service winner 
clinched the set. 

In.the sixth game of the second 
set, Raymond saved four break 
points before Huber finally 
stroked a forehand winner to take 
a 4^2 led. Leading, 5-3, Huber 
struggled to close out the set. She 
double-faulted twice, but eluded 
three break points to take the set. 

Other than being a stubborn 
opponent of a^top-ranked player, 
the 'only consolation the No. 44- 
ranked Raymond could take was 
that she played better than in her 
first-round win over Sandra Caere,_ 
The highlights of Raymond's re¬ 
sume for 1994 will include reach- 


behind, 6-0, in the tiebreaker. ’.indt tr 


land, where she lost to her 
doubles partner, Lindsay Daven¬ 
port. The two-time NCAA titlist at 
the University of Florida was a 
quarterfinalist in the Eastbourne 
tuneup tournament for Wimble¬ 
don and advanced to the third 
round of the U.S. Open. 

In a round-of-16 match in San 
Diego, she won a set from Graf 
before losing the next two, 6-2,6-2. 

The Huber-Raymond match, 
tentatively scheduled for 7 p.m., 
didn't begin until 10:08, because 
the day session didn’t end until 
9:37. A 20-minute fashion show 
followed. A fashion show! 

The official explanation for 
scheduling seven day matches 
Tuesday through yesterday was 
that several players asked not to 
play Monday. They were traveling 
from Oakland and Quebec City, the 
sites of last week’s tournament, or 
had nagging inju ries.. ■ 
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Schultz makes 
quick work 
of Davenport 


by Bill Fleischman 

— Daily News Sports Writer 

l_: Lindsay Davenport suspected 
^she was in trouble when Brenda 
^Schultz’s second serve of the day 
: _was clocked at 108 mph. 

“Some people start off a little 
=stiff, but she started off with 
aces,” the third-seeded Davenport 
“said after she was upset by 
^Schultz, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4, yesterday in a 
second-round Virginia Slims m olL 
Philadelphia m atch. “[Her serve] 
hiffting my wrist when I 
_touched [the b&llj.” 

^Tchultz hammered the fastest 
serve on the WTA Tour this year: 
_-a 114-mph rocket during the 
French Open. The 6-2 Schultz has 
always had an intimidating serve. 
Pro blem was, the rest of her game 
^wasn’t keeping pace. Opponents 
, wore her down by moving her 
Ground the court. 

- At age 23, many suspected, 
^Schultz was doomed to a lacklus¬ 
ter career. 

“I guess for a lot of people it 
■'took longer than expected,” she 
said. “Everybody would say, ‘Ah, 
Brenda, she should be Top 10.’ 

“Last year my goal was to make 
the [Slimsl Championship^ At the 
end of the year, I pulled my groin 
muscles twice. I said Ill keep 
working at it and it will come. I 
'kept believing in it.” 

At the Lipton tournament in 
Florida in March, Schultz upset 
No. 2-ranked Arantxa Sanchez Vi- 
cario in the quarterfinals. The 
victory was a clear sign the years 
she worked with Juan Nunez, Ga- 
briela Sabatini’s latest coach, 
were finally paying off. 

“Everything really started 
clicking then, and I kept going 
the whole year,” Schultz said. 

Schultz lost to top-ranked Steffi 
Graf in the finals of a Berlin 
tournament in May. Last week, 
she reached the finals in Quebec 
City before bowing to Katerina 
Maleeva. 

“I’m finally breaking through 
to my goal, the championships 
this year,” she said. 

Schultz vs. the 6-2 Davenport is 
tennis’s version of tall ball. To 
beat Davenport, Schultz said, she 
tried to “mix it up” and keep the 
j^ball away from her. 

Said Schultz: “The ball has to be 
seaway from her in angles, because 
“then she wants imp 


ball. In the second set, I started 
getting in a groove and serving 
better.” 

Beginning the third set, Schultz 
broke Davenport’s serve. Schultz 
was up, 40-0, on her serve, then 
dropped the next five pofnts. 
However, Davenport could not 
break the Dutch woman. At 4-4, 
Schultz broke Davenport, then 
served out the set. 

Said Davenport: “She doesn’t 
give you a rhythm. She’ll make 
some shots and miss some shots. 
It’s very weird. _ 

“I definitely thought I sEofrid 
win that match, but it’s hard 
when she’s on and getting two or 
three points every service game. I 
was trying my hardest to break 
her but it just wasn’t happening.” 

Schultz will meet Natalia Ze- 
vera in today’s 11 a.m. quarterfi¬ 
nal. The fifth-seeded Zvereva de¬ 
feated Julie Halard, 6-1, 6-4. 

No. 2 seed Mary Pierce is the 
highest-seeded player remaining. 
She defeated Patty Fendick, &3, 6- 
1, yesterday and will face 16-year- 
old Meilen Tu in a quarterfinal 
today. 

Tu, the U.S. Open junior cham¬ 
pion who’s playing in only her 
second pro tournament, upset Ma¬ 
leeva, 6-4, 6-3. 

SURPRISE FOR SABATIN1 

After advancing to the quarter- 
finals with a 6-4, 6-0 victory over 
South Africa’s Joanette Kruger, 
fourth-seeded Gabriela Sabiatini 
learned she had drawn Martina 
Navratilova in the first round of 
next week’s Slims Championships 
in New York City. The $3.5 million'' 
championships, featuring the 
WTA Tour’s top 16 singles players, 
is the last stop of Navratilova’s 
distinguished career. 

“I’m excited, I love to play Mar¬ 
tina,” Sabatini said. “She’s fun^pn 
the court: She talks to the 
sometimes. She makes you really 
get into [the match].” 

A banner honoring Navratilova 
will be hoisted to the Madison 
Square Garden rafters after the 
Tuesday night match. 

NET NOTES 


^^Philadelphia. daily news 
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Jennifer Capriati withdrew 
from her doubles match last 
night. Capriati developed a right 
arm strain during her first match 
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